SITE 
_— * 
* + 

ES) 


* \+A 45 : 
oy A <, 78 
* 8 
* 22 1 
"is - 
n 


LOA 


EY 
= * 
wot 
* os 

=) 


> 
N y 
90 ts 
7 * 
* 
La. © 


- Fy * 2 + 7 — 
* 2 : 
N A — * 7 
A o * | 
£ IL}. 
N I's 
* Fx ty X N : 2 
* of * * f | ] | 
* N $ 
4 „ . - 
0 


Nee PE; 25 
3 8 | 
CIS «4 rtf 78 
* 3 FF y x. : 
1 : * 1 2 * F LARS * 
5 — EP ; 1 5 wy 
1 3 Vas 2 | 
1 4 3 - a; : | , 
* 83 SK 
” « +, : 
N b 3 , 
ET. EC” | 
: | 
Sets A * 
4 "IF x * 
1 ve * 2 5 


- 1 2 
. 
1 2 e 22 * 


7 P m 
0 
Eu 


aA 


* 
4 
— 
0 
u 
d. C 
8 
1 
5 
x 7 
95 
- 
* 
5 
4 
- 6 
* 
2 
5 2 
2 
n 
3 
6 
* 
— 
* 
r 
» * 
M6 x 1 
* * 4 
N Y 
* 
. 


* 


* 


Tis almoſt wrt 1 we, to 3 
gy for writing, and ſending IO 4 839 

of this Nature, ſeeing it's every Man's Duty to 
do what in him lies, 1 5 the Profit and Edifica- 

tion of his Fellow-Creatures, and Fellow-Chriſtiens : 

This is my Defire, and Deſign, in all Undertabingoof 

| this Nature; and particularly i in this... 

Same, perhaps, will wonder, 75 1 aſcribe. al 
Rites and Ceremonies, which are got into, Religion, 
to the Inventions of Men: Bat ſuch would do well za 
 confider the Nature. of theſe Things. ; ; . that they. are 
neither uſeful, nor ornamental, io that Religion, 
| which (of a Certainty) is of God: That Reaſon 
(the original and ſole Rule of Mankind for ſoms 
Thouſands of Years, and which is LA ſuch #0 the far 

greateſt Part of. the World) leads to no ſuch. Thing. 
5 _ can God be ſuppoſed to command Things, . no-way 
uſeful to his Creatures; or to burden tbem, and ren. 
der his Service the more irkſome and unpleaſant. 

I ſhould be glad to ſee the Rites and Ceremonies of 
the Jewiſh Law ſubſtantially. proved to be of Gad: 
At preſent I believe the Thing impoſſible. It's much 
more rational to ſuppoſe, that the Ifraclites, whe 
lived long in Egypt, had lcarn'd their Manners, Re- 
ligion, and accuſtomed Rites ; and from which they © 
could not be eafily brought off : That all Preſcriptions. | 
of this Nature, in the Moſaic Law, were in Condes 
_ "_ fon 10 the Hu, Inclinations, e A,. 

” 2 2 W | 


fy ) U ha Prchace, by 
Judi ces, and even the Haraneſs, and , and Perverſontſs, by of 


. 


Darts. .. 
*Tis likely too, that others will (Hels and ſay, tbat 
J hereby diſcard, and 945 of. all Religion; or at 
leaſt make it a mere or beap of Confufon ; 
and that ſuch Doctrines tend direfly to Atheiſm, c. 
To e Irregly; That "tis got eaſy to find , greater 
Chaos than a.teremonious Religioft : That Where Ce- 
remony is the Whole of Religion, this Doctrine is de. 
Signed for the Subverſion thereaf : Nor . is this the 
Way to Atheiſm, but the Reverſe, ſeeing it leads us 
2 to Cod, and to that Religion. which ever 
tas, ie, and ever will *, ther Concern 77 all ra-. 
tonal Oreatures, 2 
Dur truly, my Defign in Hit Diſcourſe, is 0 1 to 
a the Tgnorant, Pl tefs thinking Part of Man- 
kind ;, ſuch as don't aft as freely and impartially as 
'beromes them in thoſe Matters; but are bigotted 
10 a Party, and to a particular Form of Worſhip, 
they know not why : To let' them ſee, that as all 
Rites and Ceremonies are of Mens deviſing, Io they 
are ever a plain Indication of ' their vonthers 
CBiltifhnefs and Ignorance: \As alſo, 4% prevent the 
eafily Urechilous from entering into the Belief and 
port of fack whimſical Things, as have no Foun- 
dation either in "Reaſon or the Goſpel of Chrift.- 
© Others, too, may poſſibly complain, that I 'bave 


not fully proved the Doctrine I have advancd, That 


. all Ricnats in Religion were originally of Men; aud, 
Nat J rannot produce any Thing certain in the Caſe, 
Tofch:. Twould anſwer, That ſuppoſing, though not 
granting, g, that I have not, nor cannot, produce any 
Thing certain in the Caſe ; yet this I will venture to 
 offism; | that-where-ever Cextainty is wanting, Pro- 
bability is fafficient Proof in all 2 Caſes, Aud I. 
would 45 any impartial and Judicious Perſon, wwhe- 
. ther it be not as probable,” that God let alone, or 
Ae, bis wre ro go on, in the ** of antient- 


SS: * Rites 
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| Fool. 
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Rites and OMP erh in. mene dude 


a higher Nature, even Polygamy and Divorce? Ory 


Whether it be any Thing Hi, — God took delight. 
in what the Apoſtle © lt the Rudiments of the 


World; weak and beggarly Elements, &c. /peak». 
ing of it with Contempt, as the antient Philoſophers 
bad done long before, who laug lid at the vulgar Ve- 
eration for Ceremonies, and had in Deriſion the' Fop= 


 peries of the Heathen Worſhip ? Or, once more, 


whether it be at all probable, for God to inftitute, 


and make a chief Part of Religion, what 15 uot good, 


either in its Nature, or Tendency? 

T ſhould think no Man will affirm, that R i 
are naturally or eſſentially good. And I would glad- 
ly be informed, 'how they are good in tbeir ( ſuppoſed) 
Tendency ? Or, in other Words, how they are Means 
to any good End? And, whether, what is ſaid to be 
their good End, might not as well be attain'd with- 


out, as with the Means ? Which, if it can, then all 


Pretenſſons to Ceremonies, from the good ane of 


_ them, vaniſh in a Moment. 


As that Religion is the moſt pere, which has fer: 


| aft external Rites and Ceremonies, ſo ronſequently, ts 


be entirely perfect, is to have none at all, for -pure 


Religion conſſteth in a virtuous, beaventy, od di- 
vine Life, and in the Subjection of Mens Appetites 


to that which is reaſonable, lovely, and excellent. 
Agreeable bereto, are the Words of an eminent Di- 
vine *, That © the wiſer any Man is, and the bet- 


„ fer be underſtands the Nature of God and Religi- 


on, the farther be will be from a Ceremonious 
« Worſhis. So that in the Fudgment of this great 
Man, the more Ceremonious any one 16, the greater 


There's nothing | more certain, rhas that Reaſon is, 
or ought to be, the governing Principle in Man: — 


22 Kaan Tilloron, Pol. II. 5. 754. e 
SS e 


il 


Lion; 'for, doubtleſs, their Pri 


= The Preface | 
the fole ud ge of Revelation it ſelf. Had Men ever 
adher*d to this ; bad they all along learn'd their Reli- 
gion from the Nature of God, and the Reaſon of 
Things, there had never been any Place found for 
Rites and Ceremonies; theſe being no other than the 
Effeds of ignorant Superſtition, or miſtaken Devoti- 
en. But we muſt not thus thin 1 the Jewiſh Reli- 

Garments, with 
their Bells and Pomegranates; their Tabernacle and 
Temple Worſhip, ith all their Utenſils, as Diſhes, 
Bowls, Fleſh-hooks, Shovels, Fire-Pans, and Tongs, 
were vaſtly Sgnificant ; did all propheſy, and foretel 
Things to come, 

Ils an Unboopineſic which has all along attended 
the World : Prieſts of all Nations have been invent- 
ing Ceremonies, and fixing a Signification thereto , 
and Mankind have been but too forward to enter 
into the Belief and Practice thereof. But if they could 
be perſuaded to exerciſe their rational. Faculty, they 
would ſoon ſee the-Uſeleſsneſs of all ſuch Inventions, 
I ſhall be glad to ſee this more fully handled, and ſet | 
in a better Light. And nothing will more rejoice my 
Heart, than to ſee true Religion (without Prigſtcraft 
and Superſtition) to rin in the Earth; to. 1 

„ on which, 1 fhall willingly ow a Hand. 
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BY ut 2. the Palneſs 955 the 7250 0 was 
came, God ſent forth bis Son, made 


Ma Woman, made under the Law; 
to redeem them that were under the 
Law, that we mi g receive 7he 


: Adoption of. 80 ons. | 


IHE Apoſtle Paul v was not only born a 
Fes, and brought up amongſt them, but 
he had alſo a religious and liberal Edu+ 
cation beſtow'd upon him; and accord» 
ing to the ftrifieſt Sec, lived a Pbariſee; was a 
Hebrew of the Hebrews, and as touching the Righte- 
ouſneſs which is in the Law, blameleſs.”. He was a 
mighty Zealot in the Religion he profels'd ; but his 
Zeal was not founded on Knowledge ; *twas not the 

Effect of Wiſdom, or any Thing Divine, but of Ig- 
norance, Madneſs, and of all Uncharitableneſs. And 
we all knqw the ſad Effects of this Sort of Zeal, 
that it makes dn Brutes, implacable, and im- 


Pious 

: The Apoſtle, upon | his Converſion, ſoon Gor the 
Ignorance and Evil vil of his former Behaviour towards 
his Fellow-Creatures ; and that he ought not to have 
thus acted towards any, who worſhipped God in a 
Way different from himſelf; but to have duly weigh+ 
ed and conſidered the Matter, and with all "PTY 
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5 8 4 Biacovnes O41. iv. 4, 5. 
Meekneſs, and good Humour, to have > reaſon'd with 
_ them concerning the ſame. © A 


At the Time of Chriſt's Manifeſtation to the 


World, the Fews were diſperſed i into moſt Parts of 

is Ala and Africa; and as they were exceeding tena- 

cious of the Moſaic Law, ſo they were very preju- 

_ dicial to the Deſign of the Apoſtles, and gave them 
Trouble where-ever they came. 


They ſtrenuouſly argued for Maſes; and thoſe of 
them who were Converts to Chriſt, that Chriſtianity 
muſt be annexed to the Law, and not the Law = 
ated by the Goſpel. This Apoſtle withſtood them 
every where; ſhews © them, hat —_ [Chriſti- 
anity] is the End of the Law for Righteouſneſs to 
every one that believeth, ot is obedient thereto : That 
Abraham, and the antient Patriarchs were juſtified 


by a Righteouſneſs different _ and infinitely pre- 
ferable to, whatever could come 5 Obedience to the 


Ceremonial Law: Bids them conſider, whether they 
received the miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt by 
the Works of the Law [as they were Jews] or by the 


Hearing of Faith [as they were Cbriſti ans.] And, 


that all 1 * Bleſſings promiſed to Abraham, relating 

to Chriſt, were prior to Circumciſion; and ſo of 

Conſequence did belong to others, as well as them. 
This holy and excellent Apoſtle, in his divine 


Epiſtles, ſpeaks of the Ceremonial Law in a diminus 


tive Way, - with-a- ſort of Contempt; or, as tho it 


were of a good. for nothing Nature; calleth it — 4 
and beggarly Elements e; carnal Ordinances '; the. 
| ——— of this World s; the Doftrines and Tradi- 


ions f Ment; and ſuch as-were impoſed upon Men 
has the Times of Reformation. When theſe, and 
ſome other Thoughts of his, are compaxed, and = 
2 we FREE Hy Au ed vr e . 
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or fave, nor purify the Conſcience, nor free 
Wrath and Condemnation, the Practitioners of-it 


therefore he advances this Enquiry, ch. iii. 19. Where 
fore then ſerveth the Law ? (This he knew every one 
would be ready to aſk, and therefore prevents them.) 
But his. Anſwer is likewiſe ready; I. Was added be- 
cauſe of Tranſgreſion, and was to continue until the 
Seed ſhould come to whom the Promiſe was made, even 


until - Chriſt ſhould come: Or, if underſtood . AC». 


cording to ſome, until ſuch Seed ſhould ariſe in the 
World, who would act Faith in; God, and work 

Righteouſneſs, in the ſame Way and Manner, that 
Abrabam did, when he was in Uncircùmciſion: Or, 


in other Words, until the Time ſhould come, when 
all, both Jes and Gentiles, ſhall worſhip God in 


Spirit and Truth ; that then all thoſe Rites and Ce- 
remonies, which in themſelves are inſignificant and 
vain, are to give Place to ani 15 een Racer: 


nal and Divine. „ f 13 
The Ceremonial "ls Was 3 _ conti nue far” ever, 


Nor were Rites inſtituted on the Account of any - 


Pleaſure or Good-liking which Almighty God had 


in them; they were added, or given forth, as the 


Apoſtle ſaith, becauſe of Tranſgreſſions; to prevent 


Lfrael from Idolatry and Superſtitions; by ging 


them'to ſee, that Feu was the ſole Object of 


Divine Worſhip; that all, whatever hs did of | 


- He acquaints us; in ſome of his Writings, That 
the Lam made nothing perfels; could neither EE 


this n was to terminate in him, and tend to 


his Glory. Not that we are to conceive, God al- 


ter'd the rnd Rites and Ceremonies which at that 


Time were practiſed in the World, but continued 


many of them, and gave his People Iſrael ſuch 


| Rules as were ſuitable to their Minds; and did there- 
in no other than accommodate himſelf to their Ca- 


pacities and Temper, who Were as * in their In- 
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fo A Diitovars'm Carly, 4. 3. 
This is the Argument he enters up 3 


and the Beginning, He conſiders the World, as 
an Heir under Age, who has a Right to the inkeri- 
| tance, though not able to act as he would at full 


Age.” The World, in general, was Heir to the 


 Fromiiſed Grace of God; but moſt were, as yet, 


Children, in a State of Minority, not able to judge 
and act as they would at riper Age. This the Apo- 


ſtle applies to himſelf, and thoſe other Chriſtian 
Converts in the Church of Galatia ; that they were 


onee in a State of Bondage, or Subjection to the Ru- 


diments of this World. The Fews were in Bondage 


10 the Law, and the Gentiles to the Worſhip of falſe 
Gods : the one put to learn the Rudiments of Religion 
from the 2 Inſtitutes; ; the other were to feel 
after God, with no other Aſſiſtance than what Was 


natural. 


This was the State of the World i in general, until 


towards the Coming of Chriſt ; all were groſly Ig- 
norant of the Nature of God, and of the Worſhip 


 well-pleafing and acceptable in his Sight; *twas cer- 


tainly its Infant State, which was not run out until 
the Coming of Chriſt ; then was the Fulneſs of Time, 
or the full Age of the World, when it was become 
capable of receiving a more rational, ſpiritual, and 


divine Doctrine, even ſuch as the Son of God was. 


ſent to reveal; for we are to ſuppoſe; that the World 


was grown wiſe with Age; that all former Times 


were very unfit for it; and, that Chriſt came in the 


mot proper Seaſon for his Manifeſtation. 


Having taken Notice of a few Things Kc way. of 


| Introduction, I ſhall proceed in this Method : 
1. To conſider the Bleſſing which is JEN aid to 


be ſent into the World, God ſent forth, Se. 
Tis ſome extraordinary Wig which God 
has given ts Men, : 1217 


„ . _ 


WWW 


A Discopxsx e GAL. iv. 4. . I 
1 We have this divine Perſag characterized, 
as to his Original; that he is the Son of God. 
Cod ſent farth his Son. 2 
| dy. We have the Manner deſcrib'd in which 
{ 1 blefſad Jeſus made his Appearance in the 
World; as alſo the Circumſtance he was in 
f while here amen oO 5 Made of a Aiman 
| "a Tie the Low, dl. Cant l, 
nv ly. The En ign of his abe 98 
N dhe World, which was to redeem them that 
- were under the Law ; and, that we might re- 
f cei ve the Adoption of Sons. 
5 thly. Shall note to Jou, how all this was done, 
1 
4 
8 


in the Fulneſs of Time : That Chriſt came into 
the World in the moſt Proper e for * : 
|» Manifeſtations mo 5 


1 It. 1 am to conſider the Biefog 5 which is 10 8 
aid to be ſent into the Work, Cod A forth, 

ö Kc. Cod ſent, 

Holy Scripture i ks of this as s the pr roger and 

} dane, Act of God. Cad ſo loved the Wer that 

; aue his only begotten Son, that whoſoever belies : 

L Ks on bim, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 

1 Life: For God ſent not his Son into the World to con 

8 

d 

8 

e 


demn the World, but that the World. through bim 
might be ſaved *, And again, In this was manifeſted 
the Love f God towards us, becauſe that God ſent his 
only begotten Son into. 1 World, that we. might live | 
through him, 
£ This divine Perſon: was firſt given in "Promiſe (to 
| Adam, as ſome think, tho? there is Reaſon to doubt gf 
it) to Abrabam, to David, and others, now 8 
believing of this, and living in a Conformity 
7 whatever they knew to be their Duty, ein 1 
4 them the glorious Title of Believers ; ; and We Kad 
them, That they all died in Faith. 
* John ii. 16, 179, 11 John f. 9. oy 
-70 5 "Yds f 8 
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12 A Dudes on Ga, Iv; 440 7, | 


So that, as Chriſt was mention d in the Writings 
| of the Old Teſtament," all the Believers in that- 4 
i look d for him. And as he was deſign'd for a Bleſ- 
| | ſing of great Advantage, ſo he was tlie more earneſt- 
in ly look d for and expected: Some defired him on 
| one Account; ſome on another: Some thought, 
| that his Day all Wars ſhould. cenſe, and a  profeund 5 
Peace fill tbe whole Earth Others n poſed, 
ll that he ſhould anfier all Doubts, ſolve al 
culties, and cauſe Knowledge to encreaſe 29 5 
in the Earth. While others thought, that he 
would in a peculiar Manner avenge the Cauſe of the 
li Injured, and take the Part of 'the Poor and Needy, 
ü eh ſuch as otherwiſe had no Helper. The Frogs 
Nation, who deem'd themſelves the only People 
all the Earth, for whom God had any Favour, } od 
for the Meſſi jah to come and take their Part, to free 
them from all their Enemies, eſpecially the Romans, 
do whom they were in bonda 
| That this was the common Opinio, the Fewiſh 
; _ Nation, miey be learn'd from theſe Words; Ve 
truſted that Fo bad been he which ſhould: have redeem- 
ed Tfrael®, And we find Chriſt's own Diſciples 
entertain'd ſuch Thoughts, to the very Moment of 
his Aſcenſion, by their en ion put to him, Acls i. 6. 
| Lard, wilt thou at this Time reſtore again the King- 
i dom to Tſrael ? Which Opinion of theirs was all built 
upon a. groſs and . Miſtake; for ſuch ſort of 
Redemption was no part of his Work and Office, 
burt it entirely related to a Buſineſs of a quite different 
Nature; to Religion; to the Conſcience; to tbe 
Soul; t6 the ſpiritual and eternal Concerns of Men. 
This was what he came about; this had his main 
Employ; which if duly conſider'd, we may eaſily 
beer. what fort of Redemption it is which we 
ve by Chriſt. But 1 thall * e e 
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A DiseouUneB on GA ir. 4 f. nu 
That the Gift of Chriſt, and ion by him, 
is the Fruit and Effect of - the: Love of God: Fos 

God might only have brought us into being, given 

us rational and immortal Souls, and left. us to the 

Powers and Faculties of our Natures, without any 

Irjury or Injuſtice at all. This, indeed, has boon 

the Caſe of a great many Nations of the World 

to this very Day, who have nothing but Reaſon to 
guide and direct them in the Worſhip of God, 
and their Duty in Life; that know — of 

God's being placable to Sinners; of their Juſtafica- 

tion and Acceptance; or of a future Stare of Re- 

wards and Puniſhments, any farther than Reaſon 


will lead them: Which certainly, ever was, is, 
and ever will be, ſufficient to lead Men to God, 


and ſhew them their Duty in Life; but yet no- 


thing nigh ſo clearly ſeen, or eaſily underſtood 

by unthinking Men, as is an external Revelation. 
Now, whatever, other than natural Aid, . God 

hath vouchſafed to any Perſon, or People, it is en- 


tirely of Grace; and therefore, no Wonder the 


Doctrine of the Goſpel has frequently this Appella- 

tion. God has, indeed, in all Ages, and Parts of 
the World, given ſuffcient Witneſs of his Being 
and Bounty, and his paternal Affection to all his Crea- 


tures. This the Work of Creation and Providence 


does abundantly declare. But God has ſometimes, 


| and on ſome extraordinary Occaſions, become an 


Inſtructor of Men; has ſpoken to them himſelf, ot 
made Uſe of the! Miniſtry of Angels ; given Pm. 
phets, or Men endow ' d in an extraordinary Manner, 
to reveal, and make known the Mind of God to the 
World. And now, laſt of all, he has aten 40 s 
by Cbriſt and his Apoſtles; whoſe Doctrine is a 
— and plain Diſcovery to Chriſtians, what they 
T . are to believe and 9 in order to * 
ife. . 
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The Occaſion of this extra n 
* to the — — Ignorance of Men, 
eglect of the Uſe and 9 


riſe of — —— r They ſuffer d them : 


fſelves to be carried away o 


and Example, into the Practice of the greateſt Ab- 


— kundities 3 having +heap'd together a Multitude of 


empty and ridiculous Cotes,” which Reaſon 
never taught, and we may well wonder how ſuck 
Fupperies came to have a Being in the World; 
much” leſs to be taken for Parts or Branches of Re- 
— 5 3 or- thought any way pleaſing to a Being, 
as he is all worth expects ns be twor ſhipped 5 
in Spirit and in Truth, {4 5 
Lets, notwithſtanding. Mankind. were ſo gene · 
rally corrupted (having departed from Reaſon and 
the Life of God, to the utter Subverſion of that 
Religion which is after Godlineſs) there have been 
ſome, .in all Ages, and Parts of the World, who 
have: oppoſed Vice, and ridicuÞd that ritual, fop+ 
piſh Worſhip vrhich they had deviſed. God raiſed 
up ſeyeral excellent good Men in the Pagan World; 
ha labour d to check the ſenſeleſs Imaginations of 
Mankind, together with the V iciouſneſs of the | 


Times in — N lived, And when God Al- 


mighty was ive forth a Revelation of 
bis Mind 1d _ — Men, it was, doubtleſs, for 

their more effectual Reformiation. The Few 
Nation were the firſt Inheritors of this ineſtimable 
Bleſſing; which he ſuited - to their Diſpoſitions, 
dealt with them as Children, indulg'd them in the 
Uſe of Abundance of Trifles and. fine Shews ", Not 


chat theſe Things were any way good in —— 


or ſuitable to .the Nature of God ;; nor were 
-becauſe of any good liking the Moſt 155 
in them; but bene the Tonper of 0 


2 pn Bartow, 7, Il. Page 190, 191, 
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People would then admit of nothing God 
did not attempt 10 bring them to a — Reli. 
gion all at once; but — to the Weakneſ- 
Xx ſes of his People, and gives forth ſuch Precept 
and Rules of Life as he ſaw they would obſerve 3 
ö ſo ve only a ner Tien d e Ceremonich nan 
25 th to terminate in the Worſhip of the one vr 
God, the Creator of Heaven md Earth. And 
i whilſt God was the Object of their Worſhip, Things 
| went well in Iſraet; but whenever they turned to 
Idols, the Lord . them off, ond would own 2 
no longer. et 
At the Coming of Chriſt; wy World | 
under the Burden and Preflure of their Rituals; — | 
longed for Deliverance. God's own People we find 
crying out and complaining, ' hat a Wearineſs 
is it?? And they ſnuffed at it. And the fame Sens 
timents the Apoſtles of Chriſt had of the Ceremo- 
nial Law *, That. neither they, nor their Fathers, 
were able to wort it. The Number and Nature of 
the legal Rites, were an inſuperable Load ; and 
Men might eaſily perceive, that none of theſe Ser- 
vices (extremely coſtly as they * e 
the Conſcience,” or ſave the Soul. 
_ © Chriſt ſpake to the Fewifh Nation, as belag rech 
ly ſuch Sort of Perſons as I am'ſpeaking, of Zur. 
dewd with the Levitical Law] when he ſaith, *Come 
unto me, all ye'that labour and are beaty laden, ani 
Iwill give'you Reſt. Chriſt came to deliver Mam. 
kind from "ſuch! burdenforne Services, by- givirig - 
forth a Religion, entirely free from whatever di 
clog or burden the Worſhipper in any former Way | 
or Method of Religion; ſetting before us, and in- 
iting ts oz a Re Aion mol * gk ind ſpiritual, 
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| heavenly and divine, conſiſting; in the Grain Aft - 


tection of a pious: Mind placed on God, and in 


the daily Diſcharge of every moral Virtue. This is 


the Nature of the Chriſtian m_ and there- 
fore We may eaſily ſee what a Mercy it is to be 


bend om all) that Load of: :Garemionics,/ with 


which true n has been Nen defaced or 


deſtroy ed. be 
f "The Coming bf Chriſt and the Goſpel into in 


World, was deſign'd to ſer aſide all ancient Cere- 
monies and Traditions of Men; by inſtituting a 
moſt pure and perfect Rule of Worthip;; ſuitable to 


Reaſon, to the Nature and Life of God; a Reli- 
gion moſt eaſy and plain in all its Parts; knowable 


by every one wha conſults his natural Faculties, and 


makes Reaſon and the Goſpel his ſole Guide in 
Matters 'of Religion ; thereby, -and in that Way, 


to lead forth Mankind to worſhip the. Father in 
Spirit and in Truth ; it being 55 which is, moſt 


pleaſing to him. Surely the Deſign of Heaven, in 


All this Grace, was the Benefit and Happineſs of 
Men; to give them to underſtand their Duty to 
God; to fill them with Love and Affection one 


towards another; to cauſe them to promote each 


others Happineſs, both here and hereafter. And as 
this is the real Tendency of the Chriſtian Religion, 
it ſhews what an extraordinary Bleſſing the Gift of 
Chriſt is to the World. *Tis the Gift of God, and 


the Advantages ariſing from it, are truly great, and 
worthy of God ; for it tends to lead forth the Soul 
to God, to the Practice of a Religion reaſonable 


in all its Parts; and to which all muſt witneſs, to 5 


its eternal Honour, that it is holy, juſt, and good. 


No it cannot but be thought a great t Ach ö 
tage to have ſuch an excellent Doctrine as the Goſ- 


contains, deliver'd to us by ſo holy a Mini- 


ſter as Jeſus Chrift ; his divine Precepts, and per- 


Rr CO render the Knowledge and 3 4 
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Qioe of ur Duty more eaſy than id 

if we were wholly left tg Pia Dire of vinaſo 
ſiſted * Reaſon, and had nothing elſe to be our 
Lender and Guide in Matters of füch a Nature, and 
of ſo great Cönſecquenee. So that, to Whomſdever 
God condeſcends to give a Revelation of his Mind 
and Will, relating to xheir Duty to him, it is alf of 
Grace, and wholly" owing to his Mercy, Love, 4 
Goodneſs 3" reaſonable too in all its Parts adapted to 
the Faculties of our Souls, and conſonant to the Na- 
— : Got, the beſt;/ and moſt perfect of all Be- 
| - And ſurely, a Relig ion which has theſe Pro- 
ponies may juſtly be hole to come from God, 
uld be dene as an unſpeakable — 2 a 
Rar, D alt Mankind. F. come now in the 


T7 * 5 
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| IId Phe; To c nager how this Kivitie Perſons 4s 
characterized ag to h Grig mal; that he is the Son of 
God. God ſen. forth bi Son. By which Term of 
Relation the natural Excellency of this divine Perſon 
yhom God ſent into the World; and imployed in 
he great Work of Redemption and Salvation, is ſet 
orth . ſaid to be the on | of Gl, and it witneſſes 
the Netriich of his Relation to the divine Being. —5 
Other Beings, befides Chriſt, have this Honot 
beſtow'd on them in facred Scripture. Anꝑeli ate 
ſtiled the Sons of God, and faid to hu for Foy when 
the Moſt High laid the Foundations of the —_— | 
So Adam, — firft of all the . Fur 
to be the don of God; probabl das 
his being immediately created of God, 8 — 1 S 
are [unified by the Spirit God, and live in a Courſe of 
Obe chende to him, are ſuid to be the Song⁴, God, and 
lookd Pn as his Family or - HowſholdF the Children 
God, and of by Mo High: Heirs of God; and _ 
Barr uin I" Fhe fame allo is aid of N 
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he is ſaid to be the fir/t born, 
the Dead; and the firſt born ef many Brethren, &c. 


that of his Reſurrection from the D en, 
| faith, Cod bath fulfilled rhe. ſame unto;us ein Chil-. a 
dren, in that be hath raiſed Up Feſus a K AS it „ 
written in the ſecond Pſalm, Thou art. my: Son this, 


Ges: and therefore is God's; true and prope 


186 3 NSE on GAL. iv. 4. 


ſtrates, Prophets, and others; they are tiled Gods, bons 


an Children of Gad; but all on a vaſtly different Ac- 
count from what is ſpoken, or meant of Chriſt; He is, 
Aſt. Stiled God's Son, on the Account of his 


ee Conception in the Womb of the. Virgin 
Mary: The Holy Ghoſt. ſhall come upon ile, 4 


ie 
Power. of the Habe Hall overſbadom these (which 
Phraſe, I think, is not eaſily anderſtood).therefore. al- 
fo that holy Thing which ſhall. be born of thee Hall be 
called the Son of God . Chriſt therefore may be call- 
ed/the Son of God, the only begotten of the Father, 


Sc. becauſe of his extraordinary Conception, But, 


adly. Chriſt is ſtiled the Son of God on the Ac- 
count of his miraculous Reſurrection from che Dead, 

which he effected by the great Power of God. 
is, in the Goſpel, declared to be the Son of God — 
Power, according to the Spirit if Holineſs,.. by the Re- 
Jurrectian from the Dead *. And upon this Account, 
* rſt begatten from. 


This is further confirm'd by the Pſalmiſt, Ti he . Lord 

hath ſaid unto me, thou art my Son, this Day have. I 
begotten,thee.”.;, which Words are by another lp ed 
Author underſtood to and e er begetting than 


Day have. I be ot ten thee *. But then, d 
4ly. Chrift is faid to "a the. Son of fG PT 


Account of his divine Original; AS being, of. the di- 


3 God, 
4 


S » 
4 


vine Nature, coming from God, and being o 
in ſuch Way and Manner as that none were. 1 17 : 


The. only. begotten. of the. y 74 ey full of . ace. #4 . 


7 Tru b; Which beſpcaks his divine Exiradtion, 


5 5 Luke i. 115 * Rom. i. 4 "yp ! Pal. i f.. | As; xii. 33. 
n e 5 gives 
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ſome Reſtriction, an 
ly as he is advanced above; for: when: be ſaith, all 


AL: iv. 4, 5. 19 


OI e Reaſbaableneſß of his Eunltstzon th - 
the Heavens: he having ſubmitted to the whole Will 
of God i now Lord over all, "ue l „ 


35 Amen, | OR, MELT 


Chriſt all ently ſaid W to be 
over n, and above all, and to have ail, Power in 
Heaven and Earth; yet this muſt be · underſtood wh 
muſt relate to ſuch Thi 


Things are put under him, it is manifeſt that H 'E 15 
excepted who did put all Things under bim. Chriſt 
is advanced above all, yet ſtill the Father, who 
gave him his Being, er, and Advancement, 
muſt be excepted : God hath bigbiy exalted him, 


_ [Chriſt] and given bim @ Name above every Name, 
that at the Name of Feſus every Knee ſhould bow, of 


Things in Heaven, and Things in Earth, and Things 
under the Earth; and that every Tongue ſhould con- 
feſs,” that Feſus Chrif is Tord, 10 the Gy of God 
the Father *, 1 

From all which ir evidenty. appears, that the 
Love: of God is vaſtly great in thus ſending of his 
Son, and in giving us one from Heaven to teach 
and inſtruct, to reform and fave us; one who ever 
dwelt in the Boſom of God, and knew all the Coun- 


ſel of Heaven; who willingly took on him our Na- 


ture, and became ſubject” to the Law of God as a 
Man; and is become that great Prophet whom we 
are to hear in all Things; — who is now become 
the Author of a Religion moſt Rational, Spiritual, 


Heavenly, and Divino. Which bring me to the 


IId Head propoſed, anche, To conſider the 
Way and Method in which the Son of God made his 
Appearance in the World; as alſo, the Circumſtan- 


ces he was in while here upon Earth 3 —_— 


* 1 Cor. xv. 27. b Phil. ii. 95 10, 11. 
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Waman, made under the. Law. To Wierer 
dere to be taken Notice of. ; 


b Senſe of the, ae is den 


1 


65 ff — iv. 4, f. 


1ſt. What is meant by the Rodeemer'y being gas 


of 4 Woman? Which Phraſe ſignifies nothing elſe 
chan to be . a ack 2 — — in 


eee 


0 dhe Wenge che 
Prophet, who. foretold, that Chriſt ſhould be born 
of a Virgin; 4 Virgin ſhall, conceive, and bear a 
Son ©; which is above the Rower-of. Nature, and : 
conſequently. miraculous, - s. 
Nov this was oppoſed by ſome antient Chriſtians, 


who by no means would admit of it; for thus they 
argued, tha: if Chriſt were indeed conceiyed in the 


Womb of his Mother, and took Fleſh of her, that 


then there muſt be a Taint of Original Sin. So they 
devig'd that he brought his Body from Heaven, and 


only paſſed through her (in that 0 clean Thing can 
come out of an unclean;) which might eaſily be an- 
{wered, ſeeing Sin is no more capable of being pro- 
pagated, in this Way, than Righteouſneſs ; - and 
Chriſt might very fitly be ſaid to = born of a Wo- 


man, and take Fleſh of her, and yet che. Thing | be 
attended with no ill Conſequence at all. 


This divine 1 was all along hind at, as 
one who ſhould he a Man like to other Prophets; 
that he ſhould ſpring from the Loins of Abraham, 


and from the Seed of David. But it muſt only have 
reſpect to his Mother; for he, conſider d as to his 
human Nature, had no Father but God only; yet 
was. really and truly Man, and in theſe Reſpects like 


unto us; For both he that ſandtiſeth, and they who 


are ſaniified, are all of one, for which Cauſe be is 
uot aſhamed to call them Brethren. : - Foraſmuch then 


4. tbe C Aae are Partakers of Figs and Wives, he 


2 Its, Vit. 14, . 


"IA. 


2 


Abrabam. And. in this way it may be truly Aid, 
that dhe are Members: F his Body, of bis Fleſb, ond 


Fewos, and his Sul jection thereto. The Lord J 
ſus was not only born of a Woman, and 


fect Conformity to the whole Will of God, wie | 
. convey a Righteouſneſs. to all * _ which 


DIA 
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Alſo bimſelf likewiſe took part ef tbe ſame; "that N | 
rbreugb Death he might deſtroy bim that had the 


Power 'of Death, that is the, Devil. Fur vrrily be 
took not on 2 the Nature of Angels, but tie- 82ed of 


of his Bones ©, As he was to become Man, twas ne- 


R. 5 


an extraordinary Manner. I paſs on, in the 


2d Place, to take Notice: of what is meant by 


Chriſt's. being made under tbe Lat : which Lam 
apt to think imports, his being horn, and brought 
forth in the Nation, and under the Religion of tbe 


forth in the Lind of Fudea, but likewiſe was ſubje& 


to the Law, or Religion, which all Fews were under. 


Now by the Law ſome underſtand the Moral 


Lies and by Chriſt's bein — ander the Law, 


his yielding full and com Obedience thereto; 
that he, having in his own "Perſon, obſerved' a 


they are juſtified and ſaved. 
— ſay, that all this was acted why 56 odlier 


View, than that we might thereby be induced to 


follow his pious and holy Example; be led into'eve- 
ry Part of Obedience and a good Life, and pay the 
greateſt Regard, Reſpect, and Wer wor: 
the righteous Precepts of Heaven. 

But what ſeems moſt likely to me 105 That by 
Chriſt's being born under, or ſubject to the Law, 1s 
meant that Law. of Ceremonies contained in tlie Mo 


 ſaic Inftitutes, and which the Apoſtle ſo frequently. 


ſets in Oppoſition to the Goſpel, even the Whole Le- 
gion of Ceremonies, ohſerv;d either een 


a Heb, Ii, 11, 14 16, 4 <2 n. v. 30. 


= | A Discovrsr” GAL iv. 4, 5. 
Cuntiler; and which he labours to invalidate in moſt 
of his Epiſtles, ſhewing the Meanneſs of their Na- 

ture q ſtiling them ge es beggarly Elements, care. 


8 N © 11 ; "WR = 
That it is the: Cereme dt 1 which 1 kite : 
which he was 


meant is plain, in that the ſame La- 
born under, is what he came to edeem us from: This 
is fully contain'd in the Text: Made under the Law, 
to redeem them that were under the Law. No the 
Law which Mankind is deliver'd from by the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is that of Ceremonies; twas this he was 
born under; and *twas this the World wanted to have 
removed, or taken ee hb and this the e wat your 
1 it prevails. *. 
Nor can I think of any other ez which duns 
for Mankind to be deliver'd from. The 
— Law,” ſurely, cannot be here intended, in 
that, while we are rational Creatures, and thereby 
fitted for Religion, it will eternally bind; the Rules 
and Precepts of it cannot poſſibly be diſpenſed with, 
no, not by God himſelf ; tis what all rational Crea- 
tures, in Heaven and Earth, muſt conform unto, 
and make the Rule of their Lives for ever.. 
Neither can it mean, that the univerſal and com- 
pleat Righteouſneſs of Chriſt was intended to take us 
off from a Conformity to the Moral Law,” for that 
would raze the very Foundation of all: Religion, and 
remove what in it is worthy our Regard; The Do- 
1 ctrine and Life of Chriſt were intended to lead us 
forth to ſerve God in the ſame Way and Manner 
that he did; in all moral Virtues; in whatever is eſ- 
{ntially good; to excite us who believe to ſhew the 
ume Veneration for, and the ſame Diligence in pur- 
. all theſe, as Chriſt did. Nor was his Coming 
| Ine World, or any Thing he has done for us 
here, deſign'd in the leaſt to weaken our Obliz 
do the Moral Law, or to take us off from any Part 
5 ol our Duty to God, ſave only that of Rituals, This. 
\ ÞArings me now to the _ IVth, 
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the; End, and. Deſign of 


that they might" receive Lhe cles 
are two Things contained. 
4ſt, That the End and Deg on 


Lay, Was, that be might redeem them: — : 
dem ibe Lat. And. don Sree 
2dly. T hat we m Ke herd ede lage, 
A. i Nane anne relates to the Undert⸗ 
by, 1 wall more diſtinly- confider i it. And iballz 1 
Prove to you, That the End and De- 
fig; of Chriſt's being born; into the World, and 
made under che L. 
under the Lau- ets, Phot e . A matt: 
Now, in order —— Way for the fuller 
Illustration of, this Head of Diſecurſe, I ſhall caſt 
back my Thoughts a little, And take ſome:Now: 
tice; of the State of Man in the firſt Times af the 
World Sande ſee: him a rational Creature, 
with a Soul of vaſt Endowments, every Way: fitted 
for a Moral, and gonſequentiy. for a Religious Life; 
freg from all: F ces, or ill Prepoſſeſſions thro? 
ark  Educations: Guftoms, - Examples, &c. leſt en-. 
to Reaſon and the Light of Nature, to learn 
hs Day, — if n 265 e Varl 
Happy therefore had it been with the Worid, had 
there: neyer enn Deviation; from this original. 
and; divine- Rule if Men back amnays been conforms. : 
able to what this Rule dictated, and nothing eie; 
but, alas] inſtead thereof, the wild 1 and - 
whimſical Inventions of ignorant and fooliſh: Men my 
haye taken place, to the Excluſion of Whaß is in- - 
7 better, more ſuitable to the Nature and Lie 
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now ſeen of what fatal Conſequence ſuch human In- 
ventions have been to Religion (even · to that Reli- 
gion which conſiſts in worſhipping God in Spirit 
and in Truth) for ſome Thouſands of Years. © | 

Mankind, in the firſt Times of the World, were 


as much imployed in inventing Ceremonies, as their 


later Poſterity have been in making Creeds; and 


as either received Countenance and ncouragement 


from the High and Honourable, the Rich and 
Great, no wonder if they ſo multiplied and enerea- 
ſed, as at laſt to become the grand Murderers * 
chat pure and ſpiritual Religion which was of God. 
The ſad Caſe of the Pagan World is a Talent 
Teſtimony of the ill Effects of all human Ceremo- 
niesz when Reaſon or natural Light was no longer 
adher'd to, conſulted, or improved; nor the Na- 
ture and Life of God any further ſtudy's or followꝰd, 
then Mankind were loſt in Darkneſs and Superſtiti⸗ 
on; their Deities, their Ceremonies; and Ways of; 


Worſhip, were as endleſs as they were vain; innu- 


merablerwere their Devices in theſe: Reſp pects, ſo as 
that thereby Religion hecame a Monſter, — being 
ore deformed or nonſenſical chan the Mode 


nothing un 
of Worfhip which they had deviſed. 4 d 


To run into Ceremonies, and to practiſe forbids! | 


Gen; Things, has all along. been tlie too common 


Diſorder of Mankind ever ſince the Foundation of 


the World. The Pagaus, as they were the fr/t; ſo 
they were the fullgft in this Sort of Worſhip ; they 
abounded in all Manner of Ceremonies, and empty 
Hopperies, which the Managers of their Religion 


never failed to multiply and enereaſe, eſpecially ſince 


there ws an Order of Men who madè ſueh Godlineſs- 
a Gain, and turn'd it to their ſeculan Advantage; 


who. in all their religious Myſteries; and pious . — 


were influenced by a mercenary or - worldly Spirit; 


and who, in all the Offerings and · Oblations made to 
their ſeveral Deities,” order'd it ſo, that a conſider- 


en | i : Rs able 
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| able Pao a ths Pat und beſt of all was for them- 


ſelves. - And who could avoid being Gy af- 


s fefted towards ſuch Things as theſe ? 


I was this Diſorder what ſolely belonged to the 
agan World N We may ſee that much of it had 
meld the lirael of. 6041 who, for any Thing I 
can find, differ'd in nothing from the Pagans, ſave 
only in the Object of their Worſhip. The Pagans 


directed their Worſhip to Idols, and fo did the 


Jewiſh Anceſtors, when Pagans; though tis like-- 
ly they were not as groſs Idolaters, as the other 
Nations round about them: Thoſe God took for a 
peculiar People to himſelf, and enter'd into Cove- 
nant with them, and became related to them, in 
ſuch a Way and Manner, as he did not to any 


other People or Nation; yet, conſidering what 
they were, and knowing them to be a People 


brought up among Idolaters, very dark and igno- 
rant, or, if you will, mere Children in divine 
Things; God, in great Condeſcenſion, did accom- 


madate himſelf to their Capacities and Tempers, 
and gave them ſuch Ordinances as they were ac- 


cuſtom'd to, or rather ſuffer'd their Rituals to con- 
tinue ; for, as yet, in theſe Things, they could not 
bear a Reformation. God was ſatisfied, if their Ri- 
tuals were directed towards himſelf, it he was the 
only Object of their e e and the Being thiy 


ador'd. 


This was, indeed, a wonderful 0 ondeſcenſion in 
Cod, to act towards his People as a kind and indul- 
gent Father would towards his Children; to raiſe 
them, by Degrees, to higher and better Things; 
to lead them, ſtep by ſtep, into the Knowledge and 
Practice of their Duty in Life; therefore he doch not 
require of them more than their Infancy would ad- 
mit of; but ſuited all his Precepts to their -Humours 
and Inclinations. That this was the Reaſon and 


u of the divine Conduct, in thoſe Times of the 


8 | | World, 
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26 1 DiscouksE vn'Gar., iv..4, 5. No 
World, may be earn'd from the concurring Teſti- 


/ i j N % 


monies of ſome very excellent” Authors, and is al- 


low'd of by the Fews themſelves, That their Cere- - 


monial Worſhip was ſuch as other Nations of the 


World obſery'd. When God ſent: Moſes to re- 


deem T/rael out of Egypt, God knowing it to be be- 
yond the Strength of human, Nature, inſtantly to 
quit that which it had been long accuſtom'd to, did 
not order thoſe o/d Rites to be aboliſhed, and that 
he would be worſhipped only in Spirit; but was 


content if he was the Object of this outward Wor- 


ſhips. And this, very probably, is the Reaſon 
why the Apoſtle ſtiles thoſe Things the weak and 


beggarly Rudiments of the World; namely, be- 
- cauſe, for Matter, they were the ſame, which 


Heathens uſed before to their falſe Gods: For the 
Proof of which, I might enter into Particulars, 
were not this al ready IN done o” cogent . 
I therefore paſs on, 


Further to obſerve, That theſe G Ser- a 
vices, contain'd in the Moſaic Inſtitutes, had no- 
thing good in them; as God himſelf declares; That 


he gave them S/atutes which were not good, and 
Judgments by which they could not live x; and, up- 


on this Account often complains, that it was all a 


Mearineſs to him, and what his Soul Joathed, or 
was ſurfeited with; therefore ſays, To what Pur- 
Poſe is the Multitude of your Sacrifices unto me? 
tern the Lord : J am "wu 4 the burnt A of 


f Archbiſhop Tillotſon, Vol. I. p. 60. p- bew, Vol. U. 


p. 190----2. Le Clerc, in many, Places of his Works. But @ 
greater Authority than either, 7 


eaus us, that this was the Opinion 
of Chrift, Matt. xix. 8. 
 Maimonides, as cited by Dr. Whitby and Mr. Ainſworth. 
x Dr. Whitby on Gal. iii. 19. 
i Dr. Outram, Dr. Spencer, Sir John Martham, | Ms Sel. 
den, Le Clerc, Oc. 2 | 
* Bzck. x. 25. 4 
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Rams, and the Fat of fed Beaſts ; and I delight not 


in the Blood: of Bullocts, or of Lambs, or of He- 


goats. When ye come to appear before me, "who 
hath required this at your Hands, to tread my 
Courts? Bring no. more vain Oblations, Incenſe is 
an Abomination #nth me : The New-moons and Sab- 
baths, the Calling of Aﬀembli ies, I cannot away with; 

it is Iniquity, even the ſolemn Meeting. Your New- 
moons, and your appointed Feaſts my Soul hateth : 

They are a Trouble unto me, I am weary. to bear 


| chem. Thus God is, many Times, "repreſented in 
the So of the Old Teſtament, as one diſlik- 


ing, or being diſpleaſed with thoſe Rituals in the 


Moſaic Law; and on that Account did vacate it, 


as ſoon as ever they came to diſcern the Nature of 
it, and placed a better in its ſtead. ä 

Plain it is, even to a Demonſtration, that God 
thus acted in great Condeſcenſion to Men; he knew 
they could not bear, nor would they comply with, 
an entire or total Remove from their deviſed Cere- 
monies 3 and, as a wiſe and good Governor, makes 
no more Alteration in Church nor State than what 
*twas reaſonable to ſuppoſe the People would com- 
ply with, but condeſcends, in a great Meaſure, to 
their Tempers and Inclinations as to Rituals, and in 
that of a higher. Nature too, even Polygamy and 
Divorce; of which our Lord faith ”, Moſes, for 
the Hardneſs of your Hearts, gave you this Precept : 
Which Words are thus paraphraſed by an in- 


genious Philoſopher and Divine®: © Moſes per- 


«© mitted this, not becauſe it was good, but be- 


.< cauſe he was forced to it through the Perverſeneſs 
and Hardneſs of your Hearts, to prevent greater 


„ Evils. For, at the Beginning, before the World 
% was become 9 and HORN no ſuch 
Thing was ſuffer'd.” i IG. 


F The. ine; Matt. xix. 8. Mark x. 3 
2 EE There's 
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n , ADncovnawenGaLiv.4 f. 
There's no one, who, in any rolerable Meaſure 

or Degree, is acquainted with the State of Mankind 
before the Coming of Chriſt, but muſt own that 
the Number of their Rituals was great; that their 
Devices, on this Account, were almoſt infinite; 
and that they ſpent all their Zeal this way, till they 

had tired — ſelves therewith, and groaned under 

the Burden and Preſſure thereof : And, like Chil- 
dren, who are pleaſed. with nothing but Teys and 
7rinkets, ſo was it with the World in its Infant State: 


But as it grew up to a more many Age, it grew 
weary of its childiſp Things, and began to look 
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wy out for Things more manly, more ſubſtantial,” rati- 
| 0 onal and divine; which prepar'd the Way for the 

100 Coming of Chriſt, and the eaſier ae of his 

Hh Doctrine. : 
| | Now Chriſt, according to the Work and Office 

If he undertakes, is ſtiFd our Redeemer ; which im- 

| i plies, that he is the Means of ſome Deliverance 
1165 which he procures for us, (for his Name ſeems to 

1 be given him on this Account, Matt. i. 2 1.) either 


from Sin, from Death, from Wrath, and eternal 
Mifery ; or, as we have it in the Words of the 
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mr Text, from under the Law); which I have ſhewn is 
11: to be underſtood of the Ceremonial Law: Theſe 
ö [i empty and - inſignificant Ceremonies, - which the 
1 World had invented, and made a chief Part of Re- 
14 ligion, were taken away by Chriſt; and *tis on this 
| Account that he is ſtiled the Redeemer. Not that 


he was the Perſon ſignified: by the Moſaic Rites ; 
nor can they be prov'd to be Types, or Prefigura- 
tions of Chriſt ; (though. it muſt be acknowledged, 
that, in ſome Things, there was a Likeneſs be- 
twixt them ;) for, if the Sacrifices and Oblations 
under the Law, did preſignify Chriſt, his Sufferings 
and Death; *tis ſtrange that Jſrael ſhould be fo 
univerſally ignorant that the Meſſiah, the Saviour 
and Redeemer of Mankind, was 70 die, and berome 
a 


n 7 ww (Þ 


pa and thereby 
3 preſcribed by the Lau of Moſes. + : 
The Religion which the bleſſed Son of God came 
ns up in the World, was a Rational one; a Ser- 
vice moſt. redfonable; a 


Y 


a pure and ſimple Way of 
worthipping God, even ſuch as he likes, who deſires 


to be worſhipped in Spirit and in Truth; a Religi- 
on every way worthy of God, and ſuch as is natural- 
ly holy, as God himſelf; and what all rational Crea- . 
tures muſt aſſent unto, as holy, juſt, and good, _ 
Now, if we take a View of the Moſaic Religion, | 


n it with that of Chriſt, we may eaſily 


diſcern a vaſt Difference betwixt them. The Jews 


were intolerably burden'd with all Manner of Ri- 


tuals; nor had the Pagan, a leſs Number of them; 
but the wiſe and thinking among them both ſaw the 


Inſignificancy of theſe Ceremonies, and wiſhed for 
Deliverance. The Fervs are repreſented by our Lord 
as a People in bondage to the Law, burdened with 
legal Rites, groaning under the Toil and Preſſure of 
them; and Penna as ſuch, he calls them to himſelf, 
to enter into his Service, and take on them lis 


Yoke, which, when compared with the Jewiſh Re- 


ligion, is nothing but Ref and Zaſe*. 
This too was the Sentiment of one of the firſt and 


beſt Synods that ever was, who gave it as their Opi- 
nion, That the Ceremonial Law was a Burden which 


neither they nor their - Fathers were able to bear *. 
And by another moſt famous Apoſtle, tis called the 
Zoe of Bondage. But this being the State of the 


Gentile World, which the Apoſtle is ſpeaking „ 
their Subjection to all Heatbeniſb Superſtition is what 
he warns them of, and ſtiles it a oke of 


Nor were the Wiſe among the P . [thoſe VAN them 
who made uſe of their 9 aculties] any better 


Mat. xi. 28, 29, 30, ade, 10. + Gal, W 
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R towards their Rituals, than the Wiſe _ 


30 DA Discourst on GAL. iv. 4, 5. 
the Fews; but both ſaw the Worthleſſneſs of them, 
pitied the ſad State of Mankind by reaſon thereof, 
and longed for Deliverance. - To- this the Apoſtle 

| ſeems to allude, when he ſays, That the earneſt Ex- 

Pectation of the Creature-waiteth for the Manifeſta- 
tion of the Sons of God. For the Creature was made 

ſüubject to Vanity, not willingly, but by reaſon. of him 
' who has ſubjetted the. ſame, in hope, that the Crea- 
ture it ſelf alſo ſhall be delivered from the Bondage of | 
Corruption into the glorious Liberty of the Children 
of God. For we know that the whole Creation groan-- 
erb, and travelleth in pain together until now, Aud 
not only they, but we our ſelves alſo which have. the 
firſt Fruits of the Spirit, even we our ſelves groan 
within our ſelves, waiting for the Adoption, to wit, 
the Redemption of our Bodies*, The Apoſtle had 
before taken Notice, that ſuch as were C briſtians, 
were not paſſed out of one State of Slavery into ano- 
ther, but were now in a true Freedom; free, not 
from the juſt and reaſonable Precepts of Morality, 
but only — the Slavery of Superſtition, and Ido- 
latry, which they heretofore had been under. 
Now, that the Words of the Apoſtle in this 
Place are applicable to what I have juſt before obſer- 
ved, is very plain and-obvious to any one who dili- 
gently conſiders the Scope and Deſign of his Diſ- 
courſe. The Apoſtle is conſidering the happy and 
bleſſed State of Chriſtians, that they are tranſlated 
out of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, and of Death, and 
brought into a State of Light and Life, by the Lord 5 

Jeſus Chriſt, or the Chriſtian Religion Wat the 
Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Feſus hath made = 
him free from the Law of Sin and Death ; that they 
who live conformable. to the Nature and Diſpoſition 
of God, in the Practice of all moral Virtues; they are 

15 Sons {or true Offaprine! of God That now they 


4 


Ram. viii. 19, 20, 21, 22, 23. 1 t See Ver. 14. 
| | | a. 
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: are no longer i in Bondage to an endleſs Train of Ce. 
remonies, or under a grievous Load of Superſtition 
and Idolatry, as before they became Chriſtians; · they 
now ſee clearly what a ſad State they were in before 
the Goſpel came amongſt them; that this, the wi- 
fer, and more enlighten'd, of both Jews and Gen- 
tiles ſaw, and lon ged for a more full and compleat 
Deliverance; what elſe can be meant by the Crea- 
ture, and the whole Creation, with all its Groanings, 
and carneſt Expectations of Deliverance, from Vanity 
and Corruption, even that Creature which was be- 
come ſubjedt to Vanity, not willingly [as what a ra- 
tional bot would chuſe] but by reaſon of him who 
bath ſubjefted the ſame thereto? Certainly theſe are 
Terms ſignifying all Mankind; and when otherwiſe 
meant, the Gentile Nations are to be underſtood ; 
that the wiſe and good among them were longing for 
Deliverance, from the Vanities and Corruptions 
which Mankind were labouring under. _ 

- Now by the: Coming of Chriſt we are deliverd 
foe all thoſe Rituals, to which Mankind were in 
Bondage, or Slavery. Chriſt came to free the World 
from theſe wworthlef5 and inſignificant Things, by gi- 
ving us a Religion inherently and eſſentially good, 
full of all Truth, of all Spirit, Light, and Life, 
and is no other than natural Religion reveaPd. God 
ſaw that ſuch a Revelation was neceſſary, and that 
it would vaſtly conduce to our Illumination and Sal- 
vation. And there is all the Reaſon in the World 
for our Faith in, and Conformity thereto; the Do- 
ctrine being moſt Rational and Divine, preach'd unto 
the World by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and whoſe 
divine Miſſion was confirm'd by the great Power 

of God. I ſhall in the next Place paſs on to conſider, 
ain Why, or upon what Account it is, that the 
World is thus redeemed from the Burden of Cere- 


1 See Dr. Hammond and Dr. Lightfoot, in bc. 


monies 
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-" eadnies by the Lord Jeſus Chrilt?: a 
Mankind left alone, or ſuffer'd to go on, in tha 
Matters ef Religion, in the Way and Manner whieh ; 


they were wont to do in — 


Tanſwer, becauſe the Service was not in the leaſt | 


pleaſing, or acceptable to God; for whatever Rites 


and Ceremomies any Man, or Body of Men; might 
invent, and give thereto. the Name of divine Wor- 


ſhip, it cannot be thought that God lik'd them the 


better, becauſe ſome fooliſh Men were "exceeding 
fond of them, but rather the worſe, in that they 


tended to darken, if not entirely eclipfe the glorious 


and ſplendid Religion of Nature; which *tis highly 


bable was the whole Religion of Mankind 
in the firſt Times of the World; that all Cere- 
- monies are of a later Date, and were, as to their 
Original, the Inventions of Men : Nor was there 


. any Nation, People, a but had a Multi- | 


tude of them. 


Reaſon is, or ought to be, the governing Princi- 
ple in Man; and the not adhering to what Reaſon 


dictates has been the Occaſion of all that Superſtition 


and Will-Worſhip with which the World has been 

overſpread. You cannot look into any Hiſtory of 
Mien or Times, and not ſee theſe Things moſt evi- 
dent and plain. For as Reaſon is the Rule by which 


We are to ſteer, if this be laid aſide, or neglected, 
no wonder if we take up with every wild Fancy or 


Opinion, and be hurried away by the Torrent of vi- 
tious Cuſtoms, ill Education, or any other Means, 
by which Ignorance and Error is propagated and 


maintain*d. , 


Great Care ſhould ever be had; that we do, none 
of us, leave, or act beſides the Rule of Duty which 
our great and good Creator has given us. Had this 


been all along obſerved, Men had never entertained 
ſuch unreaſonable and unworthy Notions of the Di- 


vine e Being ; nor fooliſhly invented · ſuch kind of a 
| Wor- 1 
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Worſhip as was no way pleaſing to him, it being in 
nothing ſuitable to God. And whenever Mankind 
90 off from this Principle, and divine Rule, which 
naturally carries us up to contemplate God, to learn 
his Nature, and/live his Life, then there's a Depar- 
ture from the Way of Life into all Manner of Super- 
ſtition, in which we ſoon loſe our ſelves, unleſs we 
return again to our Rule of Duty, or God prevent 
our Ruin ſome other Waãyxyxx. 
Tis not to be doubted but that thoſe Inventors of 
Rites had commonly ſome pious Deſign which mo- 
ved, them thereto; and for ought we know, this 4 
might influence Men to bring an Offering or Obla- 
tion to God. Cain and Abel were the firſt we read 
of who made an Offering unto the Lord, but whe- 
ther voluntary and of their own accord, or otherwiſe 
directed thereto by Gad himſelf, is what Men are 
not agreed in. To me the former ſeems moſt like- 
ly, that their Offerings and Oblations were their own 
Devices, for they are Things in which God had 10 
delight, and to offer it to the Divine Being was alto- 
gether ridiculous and abſurd ; Will I eat (faith God) 
the Fleſh of Bulls, and drink the Blood of Goats *? 
Intimating, that *twas a fooliſh Thing to imagine, 
that ſuch Sort of Service would be acceptable to him, 
Nor doth it appear, from any divine Revelation, 
that God preſcrib'd any of theſe Rites before he 
brought [/rael out of Egypt. 5 | 
e find God Almighty, when he brought Iſrael ; 
unto Sinai, gave them Precepts of a moral Nature, 
which tis reaſonable. to ſuppoſe was all he intended 
for them, had they been a People prepared for it. 
But Mutiny and Rebellion, for want of Idols, ſuch 
as they had in Egypt, is the firſt Thing we hear of 
them; they could not be wholly weaned from their 
former Way of Worſhip, God therefore in great” 
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Condeſcenſion to them adapts ; his Laws to their weak 


and childiſb State; tolerates them in the Uſe of ma⸗ i 
ny of their former Riker only orders, that it be di- 


refited to himſelf ; that he be the God they wor- 
ſhipped and ador d. 


| Forty Years did the Lo ſuffer their 8 in 
the Wi ldernefs, of whom he ſays, that they did al- 
ways err in their Hearts, and that they were à con- 


tinual Grief to him ; during which Space he fed 
them in a Way really wonderful, .and cauſed an un- 


common Providence to attend chem in all their Sta- 
tions. Here was their State of Trial, free from the 
Infection and Temptation of vicious or ill-diſpoſed 


Neigbhours; yet notwithſtanding this, how prone 


were they to go into Superſtition and Idolatry, and 


to follow what they and the reſt of the World had 


been accuſtom'd to? Nor were they better in Ca- 


aan, that goodly Land made them forget the Lord, 
even to the diſowning of him, which was the Occa- 


ſion of many Corrections; fo he reſolves that he 


would bear with them no longer, but ſuffer'd them 


to be led into Captivity ; which brought them to 
_ conſider, and reform'd them in ſuch a wonderful 


Manner, as ever after to abhor Idolatry, fo ſtrongly 


and cautiouſly, even to Superſtition? : And their 
main Objection againſt the Chriſtian Religion, „ 


becauſe Chriſtians (as they ſay) believe in Three Gods. 
Thus have I confider'd the State and Condition of 
the Jews; as alſo, that of other People: That Rea- 


ſon was the only Rule which God at firſt gave to 
Men; that every Ceremony, Sacrifice, or Offering of 


human Invention (tho* the Effect of a pious Mind) 
cannot be any Thing pleaſing to him; that God ſuf- 
fer d it when nothing elſe would do, and was con- 
tent if himſelf was the Object of divine Adoration; 


and, that he n carried on the nn 
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A Discoxex en GAL, iv, 45. 35 
making no Change or Alteration in Religion, until 


Mankeind was in ſome good Meaſure prepared for 


it; but that at all Times, and in every Caſe, he 
aims at our Advancement in ſpiritual Things; for the 
Perfection of our̃ Natures, and the rendering us more 
Pure and perfect, rational and God- lite. This God 
might, indeed, have done all at once; he had ſuffi- 
cient Power to have altered the whole human Na- 
ture, and given us other Bodies and Souls, with 
Powers and Faculties vaſtly more exalted than ours 
are at preſent; but tis not what God can do, but 
what be doth do, which ought to be our Enquiry in 
the Caſe: He doth not, in his ordinary Way of 


Procedure with Men, change their Diſpoſitions by the 


Exerciſe of bis infinite Power. This would be uſing 
Violence towards his Creatures, and ſuch too as is alto- 
gether inconſiſtent with rational Creatures in a State 


of Trial. God, many. Times, works internally by 


his Spirit, and externally by his Word, by Promi- 
ſes and Threatnings; but in neither of them doth 
he work irre/ſtibly, nor deſtroy the Agency of his 
Creatures. He doth excite, perſuade, and entreat, 


but never uſeth any irreſſtible Power or Force. But, 


- 2dly. We next paſs on to conſider, how it is, that 


_ Chriſt has redeemed us in the Senſe of the Text; in 
what Way, and by what Means it is effected? 


Now many of the Benefits and Advantages which 
we have by Chriſt, are attributed to his Death ; and 
in particular, our Deliverance from the Law of 


Commandments contain d in Ordinances a. And in 


another Epiſtle he ſpeaks of Chriſt's blotting out the 


 Hand-writing of Ordinances, which was againſt us, 
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the 


ay, nailing it to his Croſs :. Which Law of Com- 


mandments contained in Ordinances, and Hand-wri- 


ing of Ordinances, muſt mean the Ceremonial Law; 
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Obligatory upon any People or Nation; God i 


now about to erect a new Kingdom, under the Go- 
vernment of his Son, the Meſſiah; which ſaid King- 


dom commenced when Chriſt roſe from the Dead, 


and entered into his Glory ; when all Power was gi- 
ven him in Heaven and in Earth, So that *twas at, 
not by the Death of Chriſt, that theſe Things were 
effected. Moſes's O Economy was run out, it was 
ever deſigned to ceaſe as ſoon as the World was pre- 
* pared for higher and better Things; as ſoon as it 
was got out of its Minority, which was at the 
Coming of Chriſt. Moſes was now no longer to be 
believed in, or conform'd unto ; the Temple was 
now torn to Pieces, his Law cancePd and done away, 
when Chriſt ſhed his Blood. This great Tranfacti- - 
on being what ſever'd the Government of Moſes from 
that of Chriſt, no wonder it 125 ſuch n e 


in Holy Scripture. 


The bleſſed Jeſus allen us, that his End in 
Coming i into the World, was, to bear Witneſs to the 
Truth. The Doctrine he preach'd was ſuch; he 
came to inſtruct Men into the Whole of it, and Went 
in its Defence. He gave the World a Religion al- 


together Rational, Spiritual, and Divine; ſuch as 


was given to Man at the Beginning, and from which 


the World had unhappily departed; free from the 


numerous Ceremonies of former Ages; fit and pro- 
per for all Men, in all Places, and at all "Pres 


But again, 


Many Times Things are faid to be hw or per- 
form'd by Chriſt, which are. done only by the Do- 
ctrine he preach'd to the World; which as it con- 
tains the whole Counſel of God, and yet enjoins not 
any of the Fewiſh Rites, or Pagan Superſtitions, ſo 
we may ſee what a glorious and full Deliverance we 


have by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; a Religion moſt 


noble an t excellent. and good has. _ i 
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1 | God to give, and Men to receive. And a vaſt Be-. | 


| nefit it is which we herein have from the Hand of 


God, whoſe whole - Deſign therein is certainly no 


other, than to call us forth to worſhip himſelf in a 
Way ſuitable to his Nature, to peſſorm a reaſonable ; 
Service to a rational Being. : 
This being the Nature of the Chriſtian Religion, 185 
"tis nothing ſtrange, that the Preachers of it had 
Trouble where-ever they came ; for notwithſtanding | 
ſome wiſe and good Men there all along had been in 
the World, and whoſe Number did vaſtly encreaſe, 
at, and towards the Coming of Chriſt, yet as the 
ceremonious and ſuperſtitious Part were ever the 
greateſt, we may reaſonably conclude, that theſe 
made an Uproar in all Places, and at all Times, 
whenever their Fancy or Intereſt was contradicted. 
Thus was it with the People of Lyra, where Paul 
and Barnabas had miraculouſly healed a Cripple, 
they concluded that the Gods were come down to them 
in the Likeneſs of Men. Barnabas they took to be 
Jupiter, and Paul for Mercurius, or Fupiter's In- 
terpreter. The Prieſts too, of Fupiter's Temple, 
brought Oxen with Gar lands, and would have done 
Sacrifice with the People*. This evidently ſhews 
the Ignorance and Superſtition of theſe People. Nor. 
were they of Philippi, or Athens much better. But the 


chief Noiſe or Uproar, which we find made againſt 


the Apoſtles, was at Epheſus, becauſe they preached 
againſt Idolatry and Superſtition ; ſaying, that they 
be 0 Gods which are made with Hands; and for this 
were deem'd Troublers of the World, and ſuch as 
turn'd the World upfide down ; ſetters forth of new 
Gods, &c. But by whom was this Noiſe made? By. 
the thoughtful and judicious ? No ſurely ; but by. . 
Fools and Bigots, and ſuch whoſe Intereſt lay i in LINE 
Support of Diana's T ple and Sbrines e 7 


> Acts xiv. g=12. e Chap. xvi, xvii. * Chap, xix. 
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A Dricovnes' mn Sgr. 
*Chriſt and his Apoſtles preactyd a rational Reli- 
gion and no Wonder the Darkneſs of Ignorance,: 
rror, and Superſtition, was foro d away by means 
of fo divine a Light. Happy therefore, for the 


: j : 


17 
un 


* A 


World in general, and happy for us in particular, 
that we are thus reden / Chriſt, from the 


Heathen Vanities; that we are now made free by 


the Coming of Chriſt ; that he Has procur'd for us 


this our Chriſtian Liberty. May we ever follow the 


excellent Advice of the great Apoſtle, To tand faſt 


in the Liberty wherewith Chrift has made us free; 
and not to be entangled again with the Yoke of Bon- 
aage*. For this was the great Author of our Reli- 


gion ſent into the World, to redeem us from Igno- 


rance, Superſtition, and Sin; he founded a Reli- 
gion, for which the Faculties of our Souls were 
originally defign'd ; and, in the Defence thereof, 
lai down his Life. ere eee e e 
That the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the Redemption 
of the World from Superſtition and Sin, ſuffer d 
Death, is a Thing moſt evident and plain: But 
tis alfo as certain, that his Death was Caſual, or 


what happen'd in the Courſe of Things. Prophecy, 


indeed, long before declared, that ſuch a Thing 
Would be, bat Chrift ſhould ſuffer, or be put o 


Death: But Prophecy never renders any Thing 


really neceffary ; nor has it any Influence on Things 
. foreknown, fo as to bring it to paſs; but is what 
would come to paſs, whether fore-known or not. 


It was, doubtleſs, fore-known to God, what finful 
Men would do; and eſpecially, what baſe and un- 
righteons Treatment the Holy eſus would meet with 
here on Earth: But this had no Influence on His 

ecutors, to cauſe them to commit ſo vile a 


Thing. God never ordain'd, by an irreverſible 


Decree, that the wicked Jews ſhould murder the 


On. My 


| Meſſiah 
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41 Drecomnis on | Gaz. 4's * " 
Meſh for the contrary is evident, in 5 he 


ly tells us, that twas by wicked Hilods Be wit.” Sg 


G . 
17 


ou d and flain*. 


Nor were the Sacrifices under the Law, typical + 


1 Death and Bufferings of Chriſt: For *tis ſcarce - "Tp 


| poſſible to imagine, that theſe Services did. allude 
to, or were Prefigurations of the Death and Sacri- 
ice of Chriſt, when no one, in all Iſrael, knew. 
. any Thing of it, by any Thing we find, in either 
che Old or New Toftament. The Death of Chriſt 
50 was a great Stumbling to the Jeiſb Nation: They 
pt had no Notion of his dying, or being offer'd up as 


I» a Sacrifice to God, as might be made evident from 


ſundry Places of Sacred Scripture. We have heard 
1 aut of the Law (lay they) that Chriſt abideth for 
15 ever; and hom. ſayeſt how the Son of Man muſt be 
5 lifted up ? Who is this Sou of Mans? And it is moſt - 
lain and evident, that the Doctrine of a crucified 
Męſiab was a Stumbling-block to the Fare Nation, 
as faith the Apoſtle ®, 
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Fring. made infinite Satisfaftion to divine Juſtice, 
is a Doctrine generally received among Chriſtians ;' 
but that his Sufferings were ſuch, is what wants to 
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— 


That the great Redeemer has, by his infinite fl. 


Chriſt ſuffer as he was ſuch ? *Twas nothing, W Fa 7 
ly, but the human Nature ſuffer d. He was 


ö 9 be prov'd. Can an infinite Being ſuffer? And did 
; 


5 not (as one obſerves ) an infinite Man, or an im- 
| * menſe Creature, by being united to God: And 
* « his Suffering can hardly be counted infinite, any 


more than his eating and drinking ; ſince the 7 


Deity no more ſaffer d than it eat or drank.” —» 

To talk of God's ſuffering, and a God uri... 
= e“ or of one Perſon. of the Trinity . puniſh'd and 
1 ours d by one of the other, and the Third. belp- 


Adds ii 2 | 53 34. | ene, Has. 
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41 Drscovker on. "Gate" iv. 50 5 


ll 8 ing the Second to bear the Vengeance of the Tag 
E is daring Boldneſs enough; but little to o the Ho- 


« nour of of God or Chriſtianity” 


Likewiſe, much of the ſame Ne 3 1s the Do- gy 
ctrine of Imputation : That our Sins are im' puted to 
Chriſt, and Chriſt's Righteouſneſs imputed to us; 


that thereby we are as compleatly righteous as 


Chriſt, and Chriſt as guilty and ſinful as we. 1 
wiſh the Men of this Faith would ſhew us how the 
Thing is poſſible? Can Guilt or Righteouſneſs be 
transferr'd from one to another? A Fault committed 


by another Perſon long before I was born, can, by 


no Imputation, be juſtly chargeable on me, ſo as that 
his Guilt becomes mine: And ſhould any alledge 
that this is what God can and doth do; I anſwer, 
That then I am, in this Reſpect, become a Sinner 
by the Action of God himſelf. Nor doth the 
Doctrine of an imputed Righteouſneſs ſeem to be 
better founded; ſince the Righteouſneſs of any Be- 
ing is only Perſonal, and cannot merit any Fayour 
or Bleſſing, but only for him whoſe Righteouſneſs i i 


is. But to proceed! 


The Method in which the bleſſed ] eſus has 0 
wrought out Redemption for us is, by his be- 


coming Man; and entering upon his prophetick 


Work and Office; manif ing his divine Miſſion 
by the many Miracles he wrought for the Con- 
firmation of the Doctrine he deliver d. His Preach- 


ing was moſt Rational, full of Light and Life, 
leading Men forth to the Knowledge and Practice 
of all moral Virtues; inſtituting a Religion free 
from all Ceremonies [ſave only two, Baptiſm and 
the Lord's Supper] and, in this Reſpect, quite 
different from that of Moſes : and, on this Account, 


it's called, A perfect Law of Liberty x 2 I 
that Prophet whom we are to hear and | obey in all 
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| 8 being the only” Tord Aa Law-giver to 


a E Enquiry ſhould be, Whether what we 
Profeſs, be 77 7 g to the Rule of Faith given us 
y Jeſus Chriſt 


his Authority muſt. influence us ; and "IT 


„is the Law of Nature, OY 1 


5 r ur of the Goſpel; or, in other Words, Reaſon 5 | 4 | 


and Revelation, by which all the World muſt be 

govern'd ; and to this they ſhould ſubmit. Rea- 
ſon muſt ever be the governing Principle in Man 
And Revelation, of any Kind, whether external or 
internal, muſt agree therewith z otherwiſe it is juſt 
nothing to us. Now did Men come to this, they 
would then honour that divine Rule, given them 
by their great Creator, from which they had moſt 
ſadly departed : To effect which, Chriſt came down 
from Heaven, and preached the divine Doctrines of 
| Morality; and thereby ſhewed Men how God Would 
be worſhip 7 that all might learn his Nature, and 
live his Life. So that as the Religion which Chriſt 

has erected. in the World, is of a rational, ſpiritual, 
and divine Nature, void of all former Rites and Ce- 
.remonies, ſo coſtly, toilſome, and inſignificant as 
the Fewiſh Religion was; we may eaſily perceive 
what an excellent Redemprion we have by the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt. "This brings me 55 conbider, in the 
next Place, the A 
Second Part of the fourth, al Head, con- 
tain'd in thefe Wotds, That we ger. receive the 
Adoption of See, 

This Phraſe, or Manner df Exprefiion, is. fre- 
2 met with in the New Teftament ; and, I 

ink, is always to be underſtood of the Privileges 
of Chriſtians, 25 ſueh as adhere to the rational, pure 
and ſimple Religion of Chriſt; That, 70 as many 
as received him, Chriſt] to them gave be Power to 
become the' SO" of. Cod. v ax: ane 45 are 
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42 | A Drevovnce an Gai. RK 
led by the Spirit of God, they are the Sons PHE a, 


And this was accounted a Privilege by an odor 


Author, in that he ſays, Behold bs Manner of | . 
Dove ibe Father bas betow'd upon us, "that we ſhould 

Be called the Sons of God. Beloved, now are we the 
Sons of God, &c." So in the Words of my Text, 


and in the ſubſequent Verſes, men. are faid to be 


| the Sons of God. 174 


TG the Thing alluded to in this Metaphor, i 


plain and obvious, and no other than what we 
| 1 in common Uſe among Men, even their ma- 
king a Difference betwixt their Slaves and tbeir 
Sons : The Slave has little or nothing of the Privi- 
leges the Son enjoys; and there's ever a vaſt Diffe- 
rence betwixt the one and the other. The 3 9 
well as the Pagans, were certainly in Bonda 1 
Slavery, conſidering the vaſt Number of ] A 


they obſery'd; and, to be deliver'd therefrom, 


Not that this Term of Relation ſo peculiatly. 


belongs to Chriſtians, that none other have been 
thus diſtinguiſh d; God, in a very ſignal Manner, 
took the [fractites into this Relation; own'd them 


for bis Sons and Daughters, and vouchſafed to 


muſt needs be a glorious Privilege indeed: And 


all who are thus favour'd, ma pro enough, - , 
be ſtiled the Sons of God. th 5 N. | 


ſtand in the Relation of a Father to them. This 


Privilege they enjoy'd, as their Rites and Ceremonies 
terminated in him, and God was the proper Ohject 
of their Worſhip. By which we may ſee, that 
they who ſerve God according to the Light the 

have, are dear unto him, and will be own'd for bs 
Children, however they may be diſtinguiſn'd in the 
World. And the higher any may be advanced in 


Gifts and Graces, or the more reform'd or refin'd 


their Worſhip may be, the more nearly related are 
| * to the Divine Being, 


1 Ron. vii. Ls 1 John iii. I, 2. 
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| God's {frael were capab 
to their own Way, he condeſcended to the Weak- 
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: A 4 Precoue. on 5 
- The. Chriſtian. Religion being - ſuch a rational, 
1 * and holy Rule of ile: x. no Wonder if all 


the Fractitioners of it are entitled to this divine Fa- 


g the Children of God. The Anci- 


vour of 
| it all one to be the Child of Reaſon, 


* of God: 5 05 certainly there cannot be a better 


Religion found out by Men, than what is according 
to right Reaſon; for, as we live conformable 
thereto, we thereby become the Children of God, 


5 learn his Nature, and live his Life. Ep; is 


in n che. 
Iſt 8 a Change of 7 Our Work, or what 
mae eoſin to God, is vaſtly alter d, and en infi- 
better than it was before. F or whatever Ri. 


Z hi any might invent and annex to the Worſhip 
of God, it could be no other than a needleſs Burden, 


which Mankind drew _ themſelves. And when 
e of no other, being wedded 


neſs of that People. (as has been already ſhewn) 


+ feeding them gr Milk, alluring them with 


* pretty. Shews, ſcaring them with frightful Ap- 
« pearances, indulging them with innocent Trifles, 


C Paſtimes, and Sports; ſo. tempering his Ordi- | 


e nances as might beſt ſerve to keep them in good 


Humour.“ Not that God took Pleaſure in 


them, or gave them as Ordinances to that People, 


from any good liking he had to them; for theſe ne- 


ver-were, nor never will be, the Things in which 


his Soul deligbtetb. 
We may view the whole World, and inſpect all 


7 Times fince the Creation ; but we ſhall never find 
\ that ever any. of the Pagan Or Jewiſh Ceremonies 
were of any Advantage to Natural Religion; but 
; contrariwiſe, where Ceremoni ies abounded, true Re- 
ligion was neglected, or entirely ſhut out. This 
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may be ſeen among all Profeſſors, who are Loves 


of Ceremonies, that what they accounted Advan- 
tageous and Ornamental, or neceſſary to raiſe the Ef f 
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Attention, to quicken the Affection, and give Life 


to Religion, has prov'd deſtructive and deadly 


thereto: This has been ſeen and known by almoſt | 


ſix Thouſand Years Experience; nor is it ever 


likely to grow better, where Ceremonies encreaſe, and 
what is external, gets the Aſcendent over that which 7 
is really and eſſentially good. 05 

Ceremonies, I think, are eld: ay the : 


wiſeſt of their Avouchers, to be Matters of Indif- _ 


ferency, and that there is nothing intrinſically good 


in them; if ſo, why is there ſo much Pother and 


Noiſe about them? Certainly Religion will do 
well enough without them. Nor did our wiſe and 


: good Creator, freely, and of his own Accord, give 


ſuch Services to any People ; but had much rather 
they could bear a more rational, pure and perfect 
Rule of Life, ſuch as contained nothing but Pre- 
cepts purely moral: Which Sort of Service God _ 
preſcrib'd to the World as ſoon as it was prepared for 
it; and, had the World been ready for the Re- 


ception of Chriſt a thouſand Years before, that (we 


may reaſonably preſume) had been'the Time of his 


Appearing. The Chriſtian Religion has but fer 


poſitive Injunctions [only two] which, I am apt to 
think, were given in great Condeſcenſion to us: But 
the Time is haſtening, when theſe Poſitives will 
ceaſe, and we ſhall enjoy a Religion which has none 
at all. Duties of a moral Nature, are moſt pleaſing 


and acceptable to God. The greateſt of all Laws, 
. or. Ordinances, is, to love the Lord our God with all 


our Hearts, and our Neighbour as our Laue ?, Mer- 
cy is deſired rather than Sacrifice 4. Judę ment, 
Mercy, and Faithfulneſs, are of * W eight in the 
Law *. But in the 

Matt. xxii. 36---40. 4 Hoſea vi. 6.5 : Matt. 8 
W411 Ts | 2d Place, 
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. Discounzk on Gar. iv. 4, v5 „ 


2d Place, This alſo gives us a Change” of State. « 
The Religion which inſtates us into the Privilege of 


being the Sons of God, doth not only lead us to a 


better Service, but it alſo makes a vaſt Alteration 


in our. Conditis fl., A better Service, a more hea- 


venly and divine Religion, mutt needs alter us abun- 


_ dantly for the better. And we have all imaginable 


Reaſon to foppate; that as the Religion we follow 


- riſes in Purity and Holineſs, and in a Conformity to 
the divine Nature, ſo are we, who conform thereto, 


alter'd into a Likeneſs to God, and ſhall, at laſt, - 
be own'd for bis Sons and Daug bters. 1455 
Now, as the Religion of — Goſpel is holy, jut, 


aud good (which needeth no Proof; ) ſo it is deſer- 


ving our higheſt Honour and Regard. And as the 
Meſſenger whom God ſent into the World, upon 


this glorious Work of reforming Mankind, was 
more excellent than any other, ſo he, in, an eſpecial 
Manner, gave forth a moſt excellent Rule of Mora- 
lity, and corrected many Errors, which from anti- 


ent Times Men were gone into; and gives them to 
underſtand, That every Plant which was not of God's 


_ planting would be rooted up: Shewing thereby - 
what would become of their Ceremonial Law, and 
of all human Inventions; and how nothing was to 


remain as the indiſpenſable Duty of Chriſtians, but 


only the Inſtitutes of Chriſt. 
Moſt excellent was the Doctrine which this divine 


Perſon preach'd to the World, That Men turn from 


their Sins and Vanities to the Service of the Living 
God; a Service moſt pp and holy, plain and eaſy, 
and what all rationa 


beſt of Men longed for, and concerning which 


+ Matt. XV. 13. 


5 73 5 | ſome 1 


Beings were deſign'd for; a 
Service vaſtly different —4 what all former Ages 
had been accuſtomed to; altogether devoid of exter- 

nal Shew and Ceremonies,. and what the wiſeſt and 


* 
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all this was done in the Fulneſs of Time 5, and that 
Chriſt- came into the World at the moſt. Pager Sen 3 


E fon for his Manifeſtation. ©. 


Whatever Time had paſſed from the MERE cp af 5 
the World to the Coming of Chriſt, the Apoſtle 
likens to the Minority of an Heir: Twas no other 


than the Infant State of the World. The firſt Ages 


of it were nothing unlike that of Children, whoſe 
rtment, and Manner of Life, is chiefly 
: erhploy d about /ittle or mean Things. As the 
weak Minds of Children will be fatisfied with no- 
thing manly, but amuſe, divert, and pleaſure them - 
ſelves with Toys and Trinkets, and ſuch inſignificant 
Things as a more manly Age wauld ſcorn; juſt 


ſo was it with the World in its firſt Ages. Mankind 


had deviſed a Multitude of Ceremonies ; their Ri- 
tuals were almoſt infinite; every one took. up with 
what he beſt liked; and their ſuperſtitious Practices 
were as coſtly as they were fooliſh. .. Nor was their 
; nce eaſily removed; nor did their hor fiery 
Zeal ſoon cool, or their Appetites for Ceremonies 
ſuffer any Glut for ſome Thouſands of Vears, which 
is wholly to be aſcribed to their Ignorance and Infan- 
cy. Mean Minds ever follow mean Things; the 
more Ignorant commonly the more Supe itious 3 
the leſs Knowing, uſually the moſt Zealous and Noi- 


ſy. And nothing could well he more wavering and 


inconſtant, than the Minds of ſuch ſuperſtitious 
le, therefore their Devices of this Nature were 


endleſs; and all that their Prieſts did, was only to 
declare in what Manner, and with what. Ceremonies, 


Ide Gods were to be worſhipped *. And none were 
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more cally Me „ ch doch ben and 


ſuperſtitious Perſons,” ho, as Abjjab aid of Reho- | 


Tis very reaſonable to ſappoſe chat the World | 
grew Wiſe with Age; that Experience, and Exerciſe. 


of Thought, 4 it more wiſe and knowing: That 4 
ſome wiſe and good Men there have been in every | 
85 who appear d againſt the ſuperſtitibus Vanities 15 


of the Heathen World, who by wiſe and ferious 


| Arguments labour'd to reform the thoughtleſs Mul. 
titude. And when that would not do, they by Jeers _ 
and Scoffs ſought to render their Deities contempti 


ble and ridiculous, and for their ſo doing were ac. 


counted Atheiſts by the ſuperſtitious Vulgar *. And 


likewiſe many of the more wiſe and knowing among 


the Fewws abated much of their Zeal for Ceremonies; | 


they could not but know, that Sacriſices, Circumei- 


fon, and other Rituals of the Law, had no 
of Goodneſs in them; that they were neither plea- = 
fing to God, nor profitable to themſelves; as the 
Words of Chriſt imply, that it was all a Burden, | 


and a Wiarineſi to them”. And from a joint Ac- 


Eknowledgment of the Apoſtles we may learn, that by 


it was a Yoke which neither they nor their Fathers 


were able to hear. They were ſo far Reformed at 


the Coming of Chriſt as to admit a Man without 


Circumciſon to the ſacerdotal Office; yea, to be an 
50 ny and Prieſt too in every reſpe&t *.- © :  _» 
The Apoſtle, tis very likely, when ng 95 
this Matter, delivers his Thoughts conformable to 
8 the Judg ment of the moſt judicious of his own Na- 
tion; Circumciſon (ſaith he) is nothing, nor IUncir- 
5 cumeifon, a 4 een Creature. 5 e not e 1 
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ft "ve = ever was it, any Way available to Salvation. It * 
1 E cver been the Unhappineſs of Mankind, to attribute 
cd oo much Efficacy to ſenſible Signs; and Chriſtians 
bave been but too faulty therein. And as for Sacri- 
= « 2 5 fees, the Jews fully knew, that Prayer, Thankſpi- ' 
dug, and Praiſe; the Lifting up of a pious and n-. 
 cere Heart to God, was the moſt acceptable Service 5 
they could give him; The Sacriſlces of God af @ | 
- broken Spirit. And ſpe peaking of Thankſgiving the 
Pilalmiſt faith, This alſo ſpall pleaſe the Lord etter 5 
bhban an Ox vr Bullock that has Horns and Hoofs v. 
As Mankind muſt be ſuppoſed to enter gradually 
nc Superſtition,” into the Practice of what they ſti- 
led Religious Rites and Ceremanies; ſo it is not rea- 
ſonable to imagine, they could in an Inſtant, or .all . 
24841 once, be brought out of it again. After the World 
had long toil'd and wearied it ſelf with the manyx 
N it had deviſed, it pleaſed God to raiſe. uß 
_ ſome wiſe. and good Men, in moſt Parts of the 
Earth, who hy their boly Lives, and abr * 
arines, were vaſtly uſeful in their Time and. . 
There was in Greece a Socrates, a Plato, an Ari- 
ſtotle, and Demoſthenes; and at Rome a C b, a 
Tully, a Seneca, an Epictetus, and Antoninus, who. 
were excellently uſeful in their Day and G ion 
to reform Mankind, and prepare the World for che 
Reception of Chriſt ; or in other Words, the Chri. 
tian Religion. All theſe holy and good Men la. 
boured abundantly for the Welfare and Happineſs of, 
Mankind; to correct Idolatry, and put à Stop to 
Superſtition, leading them forth to whatever was 
excellent and virtuous; and ig this Way and Man- 
ner did God prepare the World for the Goſpel. Reli. 
J and to 1 88 E Aon to the ee 7 
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And what though ſome Philoſophers at Athens 11 25 1 


poſed the Apoſtles when preaching the Goſpel, it 

were only they of the Stoical or Epicurean Sets, 
and who of all Men pretending to the Sciences leaft 
deſerved the Name of Philoſophers. The Ariftote- 
lian and Platonitk did not ſo; for their Sentiments 
were much the ſame with the Chriſtians ©; ſo that 


ſome of the antient Fathers have not ſcrupled to ſtile 


Socrates and Plato Chriftians*, The Chriſtians 
i believing that the beſt Way to decline contending 


_ with all that Crowd of Philoſophers with which 


<« the World was then full, was to break their united 
& Force, by falling in with thoſe whole Opinions 
<4 Jeaft poſe the Principles of ¶ Chriſtianity; ] 
* the Sect of Plato was look'd upon, of all others, 
* the moſt proper for the Chriſtians to enter into 
Society with. And the main Reaſons for this were, 
* that the School of Plato finding nothing certain in 

Nature but Uncertainty, it was thought eaſy to in- 

« troduce the Light of a Revealed Religion into the 
Minds of thoſe that were already-prepar'd to quit 
« * their own Opinions, by the Profeſſion of a Philo- 


2790 a it way not be and if I * 2 that for hag 


| Time hefore, but eſpecially at, and after the Days of Plato, Mens 


Thaughts run violently into the Notion of a Trinity; they Jaw a. 
Trmity in every Thing: In all Eſſences, Modes, Principles, &c. 
And that ſame of the antient, as awell as odere Chriſtians, were 
of Opinion, that the Dogma's of the Chriſtian Religion are, for 
the mafi part, adapted to the Doctrine of Plato, St. Auguſtine 
commends the Platonic Phileſophy, and ſays, the Platoniits of His 


' Time embraced the Faith. And Juſtin Martyr prof? Ni, that 


Plato's Doctrine was of the utmoſt Advantage to him, in belþi 

him \to / believe the Myſteries of the Chriftian Faith, The O Old 123 
Teſtament gives very little, if any, Intimation of a Trinity, tho' 
the New Teſtament is full of it; the Reaſon of which I will not 
pretend to determine z, only will ſay, that it appears moſt likely to 
me, that God conſults the Welfare and Happineſs of his Creatures © 


i all be does 3 and has ever made vaſt Condeſcenſions to them. 


4 Baſnage's Hiſt. Jews, Book IV. Chap. 4. F 20, 21. Dr. 
Clarke's Evidence of Natural and Reveal d Religion, p. 169. 


52 an >. 


* So. 3 1 on Gaze iv. < *. | 
« ſophy ſo unſettled in its Principles; and that Wiſ- 
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dom vhich acknowledged its own Inſufficiency to 
- « diſcover any Thing true upon Earth, would rea- 
.- « (ily diſpoſe the Mind to a 4 8 en to thoſe 


0 Traths which- came down from Heaven ; that 
that Sect would without much difficulty acknow- 


edge the Neceſſity of Faith, which looks upon 
all natural Knowledge only ag meer Opinion; 
te that that Philoſophy dich rais'd Man above him- 


“ ſelf by the Method of its Ideas, and took him 
* off from too ſtrong a Confidence in his Sen/es, by 


making him doubt of all Things, ſeem*d much 


C diſpos'd for the Reception of Chriſtianity, which 
<« raiſes us above humane Things, and fixes us on 
divine; that Plate, who in his Dialogue with 


<« Cratylus, and in that concerning Death, taught, 


that the Body is only the Priſon and Sepulchre of 
« the Soul, might likewiſe inſtruct Man how to de- 
« ſpiſe it, and diſpoſe him to that Virtue of Morti- 


« fication, ſo neceſſary in a Chriſtian z and laſtly, 


<« That a Soul that obſerv'd in all its F acultics, no- 
< thing but Wants and real Miſeries, as Plato in his 
cc Phædon, and in other Parts of his Works main - 


c tains; would with ſmall Reluctance, and with but 


ce little Diſtaſte, reliſh thoſe Maxims of Chriſtian 
« Humility which bring a Man on to Perfection, 

ce by a due Senſe of his own Unworthineſs, and an 
6 Acknowledgment of his own Emptineſs*.” Which 


if true, that there is ſuch an Agreeableneſs betwixt 


the Doctrine of Plato, and the Doctrine of Chriſt, 
no wonder if the Diſciples of Plato became the Diſ. * 
ciples of Chriſt, and ae, made Way for Cbri- NJ 


ſanity. 


But again, Chriſt « came in FR Fane of Te : 
when the World was prepared and dif ſed for high-_ 
er r and better Things, even ſuch as e was ſent into 


* Rapin's Critical Works Vol. I. p. 16. 
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A Drscovee on GAL. iv. 4,5. 1 
the World to reveal and make known to Men. 
Holy Scripture doth almoſt every where inform us, 


that the main End of Chriſt's Coming into the World. 
was to reveal, or make known the Father : To mike LE 


God, and the Way of worſhipping him better 


known, than it hag” been in former Times; to ac- 
quaint Men with the Nature and Will of God; that 


a rational and ſpiritual Being will be worſhipped: in 


Spirit and in Truth, All former Times of the 


World were its infant State; and it took 1 with 
Things ſuitable to its childiſp Diſpaſition. The In- 
ventors of Ceremonies were very numerous, and the 
Number of enthuſiaſtical Belieyers vaſtly great; and 


nothing more prompted them on thereto, than a 


Conceit of their being inſpired; or, that the Gods 
help'd them to ſuch excellent Things. A warm 
Fancy, a Dream, or a Frenzy, paſs d current for 
| Inſpiration ; one pretended he had it by a ſecret 
Whiſper ; another received his by a loud Voice; a 
third ſaw a Viſion; and a fourth had it revealed to 


him in a Dream; nor were there any People in the 


World more ford. or obſervant of Dreams, than 


the Fewiſh Nation. s And, indeed, many Inſtan- 


| 3 we have in the Old and New Teſtament, of 
ings revealꝰd this Way. God is there frequently 


ſaid to ſpeak to Men in a Dream, and to ſignify his 
Pleaſure in Night Viſſons; which, doubtleſs, was in 
Condeſcenſion to the Diſpoſition of that People, who. 


then had a wonderful Veneration for Dreams, there- 


fore would faſt often that they might dream the more. 
Which gives us to ſee, what it was the World want- _ 
ed, and ſtood in need of, even a Communication 
with the Divine Being, or the receiving Inſtructions ' 
from God alone. The Heathen World were ſenſi- 


bly affected with the Want of this; and ſome of 


* Baſnage's H ews Book II, chap. 19. 515. big 
| W lr * 1 


. 


y _ . Y Wan e 
* * 4 
* © . 
? " - 6 
; 
nn 


4 4 


= 52 A Dr1scovrss on Gaz. iv. 4. 6. 
them“ were even confident, that God (Thom the 5 


ever look'd upon as a Being full of Love and 
neſs, and whoſe benign N could never vith- | 


hold any neceſſary Good) would, ſooner or later, 


give a Revelation to Men. | 
Now, if we take a View of the World i we ſhall 


find, that for ſome Years before the Coming of 
Chriſt Learning and. Philoſophy were arriv'd to a 


conſiderable Height, and had all ſuitable Encourage- | 
ment and Support from the Raman Emperors; and 
ſome other Heathen Princes. Schools were erected, all 


valuable Books collected, and the Bible tranſlated i in- 
to ſuch Language as was moſt generally known: 


And in many Places, an excellent Foundation laid 
for a glorious Reformation. God (as one ! expreſ- 
« ſes it) was making every Thing ready to call the 
< Gentiles to his Knowledge, who was at this Time 


<< about to form a great People in the Midſt of Pa- 
<« gaziſm.”” And, indeed, never was the World 


better. prepared for the Coming of the Meſſiah than 


when he appear d. The Study of Philoſophy had, 
in a vaſt Meaſure, deliver'd the Romans and Greets 


ans from that Ignorance and Superſtition they had 
for many Ages lain under. The Heathen World. 


was never ſo wiſe and knowing as at the Time I am 


now conſidering ; no Age ſo fit and proper, for a 


Prophet to appear, or a Religion to be eſtabliſh'd, 
as that in which Chriſt came. And if we may take 


the Opinion of an excellent Divine *, the | Gentile, 
World had out-gone the Fews ; T heir Sentiments 
Were more clear and expreſs, in many Points, than 


the Fewiſh Religion. And the Heathen Prieſts had 
rzach'd farther than the Hebrew Prophets ; ;. which 


fully "uw the Gs of hs LW. 
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Mankind, indeed, cannot be thought to attain a 
| thorough Reformation all at once; this Work went 
gradually. All that I aim at is only this, that 
= 9 5 Ave (as far as we know, or 1255 any 
Account thereof) / was any ay comparable to tl 
which I am now conſidering, for Viſdom and Phi- 
ljophy ; vaſtly more inquiſitive and incredulous than 
in former Times; would expect a Reaſon and a De- 
monſtration for the Truth and Certainty of any Point 
you ſhould advance. They abated much of their 
former Zeal for Ceremonies :. Nor would Dreams or 
Vifions, or the wild Fancies of an Enthuſiaſt, pals for 
Inſpirati jon. Nor were Oracles, Augurits, or Divi- 
ners', able to keep up their former Reputation and 
Honour; no, nor yet the Prieftly Tribe (thoſe an- 
tient Enſlavers of Mankind) to keep their Ground 
their zp/e dixit would not paſs wigs a Proof; nor 
implicit Faith any longer ſway the Multitude, as it 
bad done. All which did, in a moſt excellent Man- | 
ner, prepare the World for the Cam F Chit 
whoſe Religion was alngether rational, pure, 


5 wy and eſſentially good. 
iſtory doth CE agree, that the World was 


never. more wiſe and learned than at the Coming of 
Chriſt. Auguſtus endeavour'd to make Learning 
flouriſh in every Part of his Empire”. Whatever 
Time had paſſed before this, it was no other than the 
Infancy Fe the World; it thought, /pake, and acted 
as an Infant; and in moſt Things betray'd a Want 
of Wiſdom, or ſuch manly Qualifications as were 
neceſſary to bring it to a Maturity for the Coming 
of the Maſſab. 

And, indeed, what clearer Evidence, or better 
5 Security can we have, for the Truth of the cin 


1 Calmet's and Chataber's Did. [Cicero evonder f how few 


could meet without laughing at each other W ch 1 5 


s what he thought of them.] 
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* A Divcovide" on GAL. iv. 4, * ; 
Religion, and the divine Miſſion of the Son of God, 


than the Wiſdom and Learning of that Age. The 


Adverſaries of Chriſtianity have not now that Ob- 


jection which they would have had, if Chriſt and the 
Goſpel had come into the World when Ignorance, 
Bigotry, and Superſtition, had overſpread the whole 
Earth; when it was not only poſſible, but very eaſy, 


to have put a Cheat upon Mankind. But, Thanks 


be to God, it was vaſtly otherwiſe; and all, Ene- 


mies and Friends, muſt, and do allow, that it was a 
very learned and inquiſitive Age, and ſuch as would 


not admit of a new Religion without a due and cri- 


tical Examination. Nor has there been any Age more 
ſtudied, or better known, or a more full and faith- 
ful Account given of Perſons or Things, than there 
has been of that very Age in which Chriſt appear d. 
But again, another Circumſtance of the World, at 


the Coming of Chriſt is worthy our Regard, and 


that is, The vaſt Extenſiveneſs of the Roman Empire; 


the profound . Peace in every Part of it ; together 
with that Commerce which every Part had with each | 
other; all which greatly tended to prepare the World 


for che Coming of Chrif, 
For had Chriſt come into the World at a Tithe; 
when each Kingdom or State of that large Empire 


had been ſubject to none other than their own Le, = 
| King or Head, *twas not poſſible the Knowled ES of 


him and his Doctrine ſhould ſo ſpeedily ſprea 


be ſo fally known, as when many States and King- 


dom are incorporated into one Empire, and all of 
them ſubje& to one Head. The Jewiſb Nation, to 


whom the Maſiab was promiſed, and among whom 
he dwelt, were, even from their firſt Entrance into So- 


ciety, a People diſtinct, and ſeparated from all others: 
They had no Commerce with other Nations, nor 


others with them; and was it not, that they were at 
this Time ſubjected to the Roman Yoke, arid made a 


=; Province of that OY" both they, their Religion, 
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Manners, Cuſtoms, and whatever was tranſacted i L 


the Country of Fudea, would have remained un- 


known to other Nations round about them; and 
therefore the Conqueſt of this Province in particu- 
lar, made Way for. the War nee ab: the 
Meſfieb to the World, 

Peace alſo and. Commerce, was what did not a ale 
tle tend to prepare the World for the Coming of 
Chriſt, and the making him and his Doctrine more 
fully Known to the Sons of Men. Peace begets 
— and Commerce is what brings Nations 
to the Knowledge and Acquaintance of each other; 
and, by the Means hereof, the World became ac- 


quainted with Chriſt: And the Fame of his Mira- 
cles, and the Nature of his Doctrine, were ſoon ſpread 


throughout the Earth: Whereas, had each Nation 
remain d diſtinct and independent, it was not 


ſible that it could be ſo ſoon, or ſo fully N 


throughout che World, as we ſee it was. All which 


doth, abundantly: evidence how wiſely God had or- 


der'd Matters and Things for the due and Proper; 
Manifeſtation of Chriſt. to cel Wuwrldi.:.i7 
And thus was the World, by the good Prams 


dence of God, prepar'd for 0 briſt. This was the 


Fulneſs of Time, when all Things in Religion, and 
in the World, or, in other Words, in Church. and 
State, were ready for the Reception of this excel- 
lent and divine Perſon; even when all Things did 
concur for the Propagation. of his Name and Reli- 

And when all Things relating to the Perſon, 


the Doetrine, the Miracles, the Life, Death, and- 


Reſurrection of Chriſt, were tranſacted under the 


Inſpection, and within the Cognizance of the Ro- 
may Governor; who never faiPd, in Things of Im- 
portance, to. convey the Knowledge thereof to the 


Emperor and the Senate : By which Means Chriſt., 
became known throughout the Yorld ; and his Do- 
_ Calais in an amazing Manner. To which 

a 323 


» 
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we may add, that the many. Maxtyrs, who ſuffer | 


m the Cauſe of Chriſt, d not a little tend to the 
Advancement of the Pers Religion. 


So that never was there a better Time for Chriſt 


to come in, than this; for, had he come ſooner, 
the World was not prepar'd to receive or embrace 
his Religion; but was full of Darkneſs, Ignorance, 


and Superſtition ; and could not diſcern the divine 


Beaury and Excellency of the Goſpel, 
Nor was Fudea (the Place of Chriſt's Manifeſta- 

tion) as yet, a Province of the Roman Empire. 80 

that he might have come and gone again, and the 


World have known little or nothing of it, if the 


Fews had remain'd a diſtinct People, as they fore 

merly were. But by their Subjection to the Ro- 
mans, and their being mingled among the People, 
both they, and their Country, became as fully 
known as other Nations were. To which we ch 
add, that upon the Enlargement of the K 


of Chriſt, chat great and mighty Empire 2 7 


d, and, as it . fell to Pieces of its own 
accord. Which Thing is a moſt certain Proof, 


that this prepari tie Work wil according de 
divine Wiſdom — Goodneſs. WD 


- Chriſt therefore came into the World as Gong 
ever it was prepar'd/for him; and had. it been ready 


for him a houſand Years before, that, doubtleſs, had 


been the Time of his "Appearing. Nor is there the 
leaſt Reaſon for any to object, and ſay, That if 


<:the Coming of Chriſt was iof ſuch: Neceſſity and 

e Advantage to Men, that then it ſeverely refledts 

upon the Goodneſs of God, that he ſent. Chriſt 
no ſooner.” For, I think, I may. venture to 


affirm, That never was there a Time more fit and 


proper for this great Work, than that in which it 
Vas tranſacted, for Reaſons already given,” All 
that ſeems neceſſary further to note, ys this, That as 
5 1e e all Men ſufficient Light and * 
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wh 55. „Selen is End, 105 give Ct at all, 
| coming into the an nn 


1 95 or, , or, «though there was an utter mpoſſi- 

15 Men to be ſaved without it: This would 

| be to ſuppoſe God difficient in all former Diſpenſa- 

| tions, and ſtill ſo to a vaſt Part of the World, who 

| have not had theſe; only. and ſole Means of Saloa- 

5 tion made known by the Goſpel; which, at. moſt, 
is only. a Matter of Expediency; and the Effect 'of 

Loye and Goodneſs... And therefore it is all along, 


woughout the whole Goſpel,” aſcrib'd, to Grace, to 

the rich and great Love of God that ſuch a 'divige 
Meſſenger and Miniſter is ſent hither to enlighten; 

n reform and fave, the World; to bring us to the 
+; aa of the one true God, *. our Duty in 


And though che Giftof Chriſt-was a Thin 8 077 | 
adyantageous to Men, yet it doth not —— the 
Goodneſs of God that he was not ſent ſooner ; but it is 
rather a Wonder and Afſtoniſhment that he was ſent 
at all. And tho in Condeſcenſion to Mankind, God 
gave 'Cirſt, and, with wins afull and compleat Rule 
of Lite; yet, as he had given Men, in their Make 
and Conſtitution, ſufficient Ability for the Perform - 
ance of whatever he requir'd of them, he was un- 
der po Neceſſity to act in a ſupernatural Way and 
Manner, in order to reclaim and fave them. He 
had given to all Men a moſt glorious. Rule of Life, 
ſufficient. for the Knowledge and Practice of hat- 
eyer he requires of them; I mean R EAS ON. 
that glorious Light and Candle of the Lord, by 
which all other Laws and Rules of Life, ſaid o be 
from God, ebe thee: and to which hey, moth 
ſubmit. 

Now, e ts "RR a. * Law written in a 
Book. for us to read and conſult at all Times, and on 
ah end ad (5. oy H ſtay our ay 
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one Nation and People, and not to anoth 
jary or Injullits is heveby dege e t eo 


fare of 


and in this wa 
they are vain. Tk Seng that Cod requires . 
higher Duty or Obedience of any, thaiy be has'capa- 
- . eitated them for; and that he will deal with all, 
at the great and laſt- Day of Account, according to 
their drantages, whether ſmall” or great, Tow” . 


Err Inference fot the Whek FO And in the? 1h”: 
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from being carried away 1% 3 
exon, © or any ay 8 68 thro 
Al 


V5 and Miſtake)" muſt he u vaſt Price x c 


Avaptage. And what, though God 'give it 


bas it not, —any more than'I'hould'do, 
a Thouſand Pounds ta one Man, and only an Hun- 


red to another.” Tis enough that every Man Ras 
fufficient Ability, for his being deal hap haps 


for, ſimply 'conſider'd, the” Tove 


of God is Ae no farther.” Nor have ay 
Fer of the Creation juſt Matter of Complaint a- 


unſt their Maker on this Account, any more 'than 


happy, glorious, rational, pure and perfect, than 
Ae $ ſeeing Being it fol, and all Endowtnents 
and Advantages in Life, ' which any one has above 
another, is entirely owing to — ne and Plea- 
the 'great Creator. "> thiit che 
tion might as reaſona complain that they | are not 
Men, and Men that they are not Angels ds ah 
dne Order or Tribe of Men that they aft not dn. 
ther, who have hy Advantages than thetmfelves; 
omplains woald be as endes 


many. . 
-What remains now * PO T cn 211 


iſt Place, I infer, That if gs wr are bod. 
mean and contemptible Thin 


with the Duties of Morality — ae Fools 99 
4 in lee tre they, II you 


* 


TL n = | 


ey have, in that one Creature is Wade more or Jeſs 


Brute Crea: 


GC of rn fo 


about. Ceremonies, preferring them to the Duties 


dominates in fuch Sort of Perſous. That the World 


be of their divine ＋ Such Perſons would 
v 


eommonix ſtibd, the divine Approbation, is no other 


melt + of) the World, mere Childre 
Tritt. would 


ancl Mediator; Whilſt himſelf, through Chriſt, has 
benen Bei 


r . . rate th en heed. road ¶ð ð ß fadtor aaa Ret ig 
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to God. here-eves we find any, zealous and 1 iy 


of Natural Religion, it's. a certain Sign. of a poor: 
man, childiſh, and contemptible Spirit, which. Pre. 


8 a e 1 
l toget ch a; Multitude of Ritu- 
als, is a full Proof of it. Nor will the comma n 
Plea, he of any Service in the Caſe; “ That the 
< divine Approbation of them is a ſufficient Proof 


do well to prove the divine Approbation of them; 

beben they. ſer them down. as of divine Original, 
All the A Approbation given thereto, in the 04 
Teſtament, ariſes from Neceſſity, from the Hard- 
neſs of Perſons Hearts, and the Perverſeneſs of their 
Tempers, and the Impoſſihility of their being ren 
der d obedient to 5 — Things. So. that what is 


than the divine Indulgence : God condeſcended to their 
Weakneſs. and Imbecillity, as they. Were, who: 


gs"; and whom'n Toys 
pleaſe. God has ever umn his 
Creatures, and. ſtill, doth, ſo, as may be evidently 
ſeen in. his ſubſtituting of an everlaſting. Sacrifice 


the Glory, and all divine Worſhip termingies in 


ing. 
bade mays properly enough, be fad to to 
| | t Governor of Mankind : and 
| to their Flumours and. Inch 
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did not only wink at their Tenorance, but ſuſfer'd 
all Nations to walk on in their own Way; and ever 
reſpected the pious: Intentions of a ſincere, t 
miſtaken, Mind, whenever he was the Object of 45 
that Worſhip they perſormd. By which we may 
lee, that God ſuits his Methods according to his 
People $ Capacities and Inclinations / and Aoth not 
 Fequire the Belief or Praftice of àny one Article or 
Fhing, which they- haye neither Knowle of, or 
Diſpoſition to, but 4s content if himſelf be the 'Ob- 
ject of their Worſhip. He, in all Things, deals 
ith his Creatures as they are able, and never bur- 
dens their Conſcierices with unneceſſary Things. He 
knows they are but Men, and cannot, at once, be 
— off from that Superſtition to whieh they have, 
ra long Time, been enur'd; but he doth it gradual- 


Ll 


ly, or, as they are capable of it. This is the _ 
| thod God obſerves in the Reformation of the World, 
and he is to' be followed therein by all wi ud | 


good Governors. 


—— es — — 


| 2dly, I infer from the foivgoltig./ Diſbeil ſe; that 
| Rites and Ceremonies, and all the Exteriors of Re- 
| r are ever the leaſt and worſt Part of it; if 
1 2 properly be deemid any Part of it at all. 
| — 7 they are the leaſt and moſt worthleſs Part of 
J ' Reli gion, is too plain to be deny, ſeeing both the 
V Sad New Tetaments ds fully 7 ror it, as well as 
the Nature and Reaſon of things declare, That there 
is nothing really good in them, nor further to be re: | 
garded than as they- are Means to an End. That 
Man muſt be very meanly acquainted with the Na- 
| ture of God, who thinks him plead with fuch 
| Things as theſe. | As God is a Spirit, ſo he looks 
for, -afid expects a Worſhip ſuitable to his Nature: 
| 2 ac ay? onformably io 
es purely Moral; fuch. as are inherently good, 
and eternally binding on all he Creatures. 
The e, and ſuch like 6 ier * 
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they were the princ ipat Pars of Religion.” - Some 


Has it not been about 
like Children, they fight and quarrel about their 7 Wir ; 
about Things of little or no Importance? Thereby 
diſcovering what a mean and pitiful Spirit dwells in 

them. And if we conſult Church Hiſtory we'ſhall 
find, that all the Perſecutions, Impriſonments, Pains, 
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the Law; with which God will be better pleaſed: n 


with any Rites and Ceremonies whatſoever. Praiſi 
and- Thankſgiving. will ever pleaſe the Lord, better 


than an Os or Bulloct that has Horns and Hoofs: | 


' Whoever undertakes to prove, that all Rites * 
Ceremonies; got into Religion, were originally of 


God, attempts a difficult Thing, and what, I veri- 


ly believe, he will-never perform 1 I mean the Cere- 


monies of the 'Fewifh Law. But if of God, they 


are, as to their Nature and Uſe, Ne . 
the pure and holy, the ſpiritual and God-like, Reli- 
ligion of Nature; and muſt, whenever com} 
therewith, be even as nothing. Which if ſo, 
ſhews what Children in Underſtanding ſuch Ds 
are; who are moſtly concerned about, and chiefly 


taken up with, ſuch little and mean TOP as are of 


the leaſt Uſe and Conſequence; + 
"Yet notwithſtanding this, the World has ever 


| buen inad got Cane making the greateſt 


Noiſe and Potber about them poſſible, as — 


are fo fooliſh and vain as to imagine them the Or- 


naments of divine Worſhip ; while others, full of 
Ignorance, of a blind and bitter Zeal, are ſo deſpe- 


rately wicked, as to caſt out Firebrands, Arrows ane 
Death; againſt ſuch as are not the Obſervers of 
them with themſelves. - Whence has ariſen all that 
Envying, Wrath, A 1 and — 


ling of one another, among Men of differe t Re e 
ites- and Ceremonies; ' when, 


Penalties, and Murders,: which. have infeſted the 


Church: in all Times and: Parts of the World, have 


al ſprang: . Ceremony, lik'd . 
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God; in ſuck a 


Bauer of Words, wich ſych — 8 
ſuch a peculiar Dreſs, Ac. elſe heæ was ee 55 
A and muſt be excommunicated. O Chriſt 


Ibis, fires 5: was a Ae r * 


Rebgipn# + > 


Fhivg done in Cimibendom, nor png in the Wald. 


aura Religion. All the Buſtle and. Nate. the Divi- 
on and Pultraction ſeen among Nen an the mr 
puns: of Religion, has, been: about, Rürugle, about 

forme imaginary Circumſtantials of Religion 3. which 
wherezeyen, i is found, it difcayvers @ weak 
eþildyh. an na way ſuitable to tha rational a 
manly Religion of Chriſt à but to theſe: who: have, 


in all,. Things,” beani-like Childten, auamſimg them: 


ſelves with Toys and: Tyfer, and raken up With lice 


ae mean Lhings. Fhig was the State d the. World 
wits firſk Times, and toe mueh of iteſtilk remains 


but as. fon as ever the Word. was prepar d for | 


Chniſt; and ſaw the, Vanity of its om Way, and 


came: to: loak out fon a. better, more: ys Pure | 


ang divine. Way of, Worlbip,. WW 
the World, and came in the. uwe/s of Fig — 
. Manz ind were e e he 
kinks, Dvds Religi ef Chill or 
gil, Wards, te Chviſtian Relmian;. is' 0: Redemps 
{ion from: ail theſt Things 3: and. that it contains nog 
1 is rational — proper for 
3 ge, ey leg. in all Times and 
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en the Kecount of AMogality, or the; Brecepts of Na- 
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Pryihm wem be were intle? ib Laws Which 
LA n die Ceremonial, 40 Which Mankind hat 
g been id Bonthee, and 'wantsd a Dedliveranits 
ſom & 16 Ro Dat: GOL Weder of Rina 
Which chey hat Wenttd, and inWhich the pil 
Aber ende, And kid che reat 
' thereon, ſl were even mad in the, | rate e en 
a they dad G. 
Ne theſe" Frhdgiharions H Nen bende hut N 
nrtde to the Ruin, und utter Deſtruction ef N 
5 3 Whatever the Defign ef the | InvehtoHh 
be, it lone chat Religion Which Was of 
; it drank'ap all its Vitals, ad matrd dll fs 
— * fo that nothing Wut 4 deform'd? Nerd 
was remaining. From —— WE 2A I, hat (hd 
Effects all Rituals have had oh Religion, and How 
miſerably Mankind have been 6 ROY thereby, 
Den do che ſetting! aſide" of chat Religion which 
moſt certainly was of God, n ee 
This the wiſer, and Boe tbih king Met . 
WH" could fy, © That che beſt, the pure 
melt acceptable" Werſhip to che Gods, was 
4 6 I Rain wc Ga ve dig An 
certainly, the Religion which Gd 18, i 
kis firſt Creation, . in all | 
| his natural Abintzes, do che rational Fe of "bk 
Soul ; for I or A it . be granted, that the on 
ole given to NL an, GED 
Creation, with teſpect to Regio and = 
on, Was RE ASO N: To cis aft 
brou . and dy it tried, not exteptin Nee | 
it eff. And was the leaving, or acting kin eo 
this Rule, which gave riſe ta alt that 
with which che orld has been overſpread, 22 
of khat Religion which was of God, 
theans'of which Men became alienated the 
f God through the Ignorunce that w In chem. N i 
ir, wonderful, -when Men forfakt the - Rule, 


Or 


— 


and invariable Rules of natural Religion, w which is 5 
the Goſpel it ſelf, and no other than &a Republication. 


ay (gs 75 
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themſelyes: 


ſoon as it began to ſee better Things, it was then, 
in ſome Meaſure, , prepar'd for the. Coming . as 


Many m_ Men, at, and before the Comin 


r 


and beſt of Men i in his n faw. 7 this * 7 bem 


all his Thoughts towards reforming the Wor 


pleat, mie God would interpoſe therein, and fend 


one from Heaven; which is the Faith of us Chrifti- | 
ans, that this he has done; he has ſent his own'$S9n 


from Heaven, to redeem and ſave us from our Ig 


norance and Sin; by his, aſſuming our Nature, and 
living here among Men, he has by his Doctrine 
and Life ſhewn us, how we ſhould behave in the 


Wow.” as it becomes Men made; in the Image af 
by 


God ſent to redeem and fave us, is fully acquainted 


with the Nature and Will of God; and ſo, con quent. 
ly, the Religion which he has inſtituted, is in all Ms 


according to God; à plain, fimple, pure and perfect 
Thing; and no other than the Living, in all Things, 
according to right Reaſon, or according to the eternal 


& of the Law of Nature, and. its. Precepts declara- 


2 tive of * n Religion, which was as old 
| | ho «as 


=— 


or neglect to make uſe of it, if Erro 
and Miſtake, to the Emb 2 2 
and the Extinction of the true Religion. 
the ſad Caſe of the World in its Infant State, but as 


This ws 


+ of | 


dee how few. there were who ſet themkebves | 
he was ready to conclude, that! it would; never be com- 


Now this ane A of 0 our Religion, Saw ; 


4 Duran, on "an ine 4 


« as the Creation,*;”: So that the Religion of 91 5 
is the Religion of N. ature; and is the very ſame; as 


to the Nature of it, which Mankind, and all other 


rational Creatures (were there ten Thouſand Orders 


and Degrees of them) muſt have been under from 


the Commencement of their Beings. This Religion 


never alters nor varies, but is the ſame in one Coun, 
that it is in another; the ſame now as it was un · 


der the Law; and the ſame under the Law that it 
was before the Law; and the ſame both then and 
now that it will be teu Thouſand Years hence, ſhould 
the World laſt ſo long; in a Word, true Ra is. 


one and the ſame for ever. 


This, perhaps, may ſeem range t Doctrine to the 


Ignorant and Unthinking Part of the World, who 


lay ſuch Streſs upon Ceremonies, and eſteem chem as 
the chief Part of their Religion, though they are 


hard put to it, when demanded, To' what End and 


Purpoſe they ſerve? The Religion of Nature, is, 


you. have heard, the Religion of God ; a pure and 
perfect Rule of Life, to which nothing ſhould be 
added, and from which nothing can be taken away. 


And the very Deſign of Chriſt's coming into the 
World was to diſcover this more perfectly, to open 


Mens Eyes, to remove their Prejudices, to reſolve 
their Doubts, to ſet the Fallacy of ancient Tradition 
in a clear Light; and by giving them 4 pure and 
ſpiritual Religion (ſuch as that from which they had 


departed) he lets them ſee what a vaſt Load of Sa- 


Penſtition had been mix'd with it. 

Thus Chriſt became our 3 ſrom the — 
den of Ceremonies, by giving us a Religion almoſt. 
deſtitute of any ſuch Thing; thereby giving us to 
2 the Nature . Original of them; and by bring 
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ing in of a Religion altogether rational and mids: 3 


moſt deadly Blow is given to all that Superftition 


which prevail'd in the World while in its Infancy. 


The Goſpel now ſhines, and happy are we if we 


walk in the Light thereof. 


The Religion of. Nature, or of Chriſt f which is 
all one) is a rational Thing, full of all Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs z containing nothing but what is holy, 


Juſt, and good; given us in theſe few Words, To 
love the Lord with all our Hearts, and our Neigh- 
 bonr as our ſelves ; or, To do unto all Men as we 
_ would they ſhould do to us. And by Chriſt himſelf, 

Love is made the difcriminating Character of his 
People ; By this ſhall all Men know that ye are my 
Diſciples, if ye bave Love one to another. So that to 
love God and one another, and to perform all that 
Duty this Love demands, is the Whole of Chrifh- 
anity. To do the firſt, is to worſhip God in Spirit 
and in Truth, with a pure, holy, and ſincere Mind, 


and with the higheſt Affection poſſible. To do 
the latter, is to behave towards our Neighbours, in 
all Things, and at all Times, according to all 22991 


Virtues. 
Chriſtianity does not abridge human Liberty, in 
Things Civil or Religious, but leaves all in the 


quiet and peaceable Enjoyment of their own natu- 
ral Rights; and fo, conſequently, it doth not im- 
ſe upon the Conſciences of others any one Article 


of Faith whatſoever, but leaves all Men to think, 


ſpeak, and act, according to their own Perſuaſi- 


ons. And ſeeing God doth not require any Man 
to believe, beyond, or againſt his Judgment; ſo 


neither ſhould any act ſo fooliſh or unreaſonable 
towards their Fellow-Creatures, Tis the Judg- 


ment or Underſtanding which ought firſt to be en- 


lighten'd, and when the Man comes to ſee the Rea- 


ſonableneſs of it, he cannot avoid affenting thereto. 


Nor 
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Nor is any Man to be moleſted, bated, or injur d, 
meerly for Opinions, which are not in his Power to 


avoid. 


Athly. I infer, That a eee Religion is a 
State of Servitude, and that a Diſcharge from it 
tranſlates us into the glorious Liberty of the Chil- 
dren of God, As there is a vaſt Difference between 
Bondage and Liberty; betwixt a Slave and a Son 
ſo there is betwixt a Religion full of Rites and Ce- 
remonies and. carnal Ordinances, and ſuch as con- 
ſiſts of Precepts purely Moral. Hence likewiſe we 
perceive, what is the real State and Condition of 
Mankind; they who are given to Ceremonies, 
minding the mean, low, trivial Things, of no 
real Worth, or Uſefulneſs in Religion, are no 
other than Children, who by reaſon of their Non- 
age, their want of Thought and Underſtanding, 
are not able to diſtinguiſh betwixt the Things which 
are of God, and thoſe which are of Men. But when 
they arrive at ſufficient Age to ſurmount theſe Dif- 
ficulties, and have their Underſtandings exerciſed to 
diſcern betwixt Good and Evil, and to ſet forth 
in a Worſhip which in all its Parts is rational and 
manly, they'll then bid adieu to all empty, vain, 
and fooliſh Things, with which their younger 


Tears have been ſo pleaſed and delighted. 


This Religion, brought into the World by the 
Son of God, and delivered to us in the Coſpel, is 
every Way ſuitable to the Nature of God, and the 
Reaſon of Things; and whoever regulates his Life 
according to it, may, in the Language of Holy 
Scripture, be ſaid to be called out of ' Darkneſs in- 


10 his marvellous Light, The true Light now 
ſhining becomes a — Means of enlightening 


every one; and by leading us to a Sight and Senſe 
of the. Nanire 'of God, and the Reaſonableneſs of 


that Religion he requires of us, we come to the 
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formity thereunto, changed into a Likeneſs to. the - 


1 0 Being, become his Children, and live his 
And this is the happy State of all who conform to 


the Religion of Reaſon, or Morality ; and perſe- 
vere in the Performance of Holineſs and a. good 
Lie; who, viewing the Nature and Original of 


all Rites and Ceremonies, and their Uſeleſneſs in 
Religion, withdraw their former Affection and Ve- 
neration from what they find leaſt deſerving, and 


place their whole Delight in what they ſee to be in- 


finitely better. And this every true and ſincere 


Chriſtian will do, as ſoon as ever he comes to a 


right Underſtanding of the Nature of God, and of 
that Religion which he requires of Men. 
Thus have I given you an Account of the firſt 
Times of the World; and have ſhewn, that its 
longing for Ceremonies was owing to its [nfancy. 
This Fondneſs for external Rites ever was, 

ever will 'be, a plain Sign of a weak and childiſh 


Spirit. This Inclination, therefore, is not to be 


wonder'd at in them, who lived in the more early 
Ages, ſince they were no other than Children juſt 
come into Being, and ſo, conſequently, muſt want 
that Wiſdom and Knowledge of Things, which 


Age and length of Time uſually begets. The firſt 


Times of the World were no other than the Infancy 


thereof; our Times are the moſt Antient; we are 
the Sages; Wiſdom and Philoſophy is with us, in 


the higheſt Perfection it has ever attain'd. And if 
the Age of the World be of any Advantage (as. 
moſt certainly it is) it redounds to us, for the. Ad- 


vantage is on our Side; and therefore, let our Deport- 
ment in Life, in Things Civil and Religious, be a 


full Manifeſtation of it, by our acting wiſer and 
better than thoſe before us ever did. And let us 
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FR... to. e Things, ae ! as 9 are in 


themſelves more or leſs perfect, uſeful, or beneficial 
to us; yea, to hook all in a Word, let Cad be 


worſhipped according to the Rules of his own. pre- 
ſeribing, and not . to the Fancies and In- 
ventions of Men. Were 

| all Superſtition ang Will-Worſoip would YOU: quite 


away. 
But to How to a Cloſe : 1 would, entreat Al who 


enter u pon the Profeſſion of Religion (as it be- 
comes rational Creatures) to endeavour to know 
and do the Will of their heavenly Father, in every 


Commandment given to the World by Jeſus Chriſt; 
and never admit any Thing into your Creed which 


is not. contain'd in the New Teſtament, . the only 


Rule to Chriſtians, Leet that noble F aculty of Rea- 


ſon, which is God's univerſal Grace, joined with 
the Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, lead you to the 
right Underſtanding of his Will. See that the 
Whole of yaur Religion be rational, that it be fix d 
upon the firmeſt Foundation poſſible. Let neither 
Cuſtom, nor Example, the Decrees, Deci/ions, nor 
Dadtrines of Men, however Learned or Venerable 
they may be, influence your Minds in Matters of 
Religion. Follow. no- Man, nor Body of Men, 
any further than they follow Chriſt. Let 20 Pre- 
juice, Luſt, Imp * of Education, any worldly, 
or wrong Motive, prevail with any of you, to 


practiſe that in Religion which is not contain'd in 


the only Rule of Chriſtians ; for Chriſt, and. Chriſt 
only, is to be regarded in theſe Things; he is the 
great Maſter, Lord, King, and Head, of the Chri- 


{tian Society. They, therefore, who are conform- 
able to the Laws of Chriſt, are truly Chriſtians ; 


and the farther any go off "therefrom, the farther 
remov'd are they from Chriſtianity. By this we may 


e our * if conformable. to Chriſt, then are 
we 


is univerſally obſerved, | 
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wie Chriftians; and if not, Chriſt will never own 
r OE 8 
Moſt Men content themſelves with a popular 
Faith and Practice; their Religion is that of the 
Multitude; they take all upon Truſt; their Faith 
and Zeal is all at ſecond Hand. Their main Cry is, 
The Church, The Church; which, at moſt, means 
only the going to ſuch a peculiar Place; the Wor- 
ſhipping in ſuch particular Made, and the obſer- 
ving ſuch or the like Ceremonies; whereas all Pla- 
ces are alike to God; though, it muſt be confeſt, 
all Modes or Ways of Worſhip are not. 
Look where you will, view the whole World, 
and inſpe& into every religious Society under the 
whole Heavens, and you will ſee, that the chief 
Thing about which they divide, hate, and perſe- 
cute each other, is ſome Rite or, Ceremony, Mode, 
or Place of Worſhip. Thus Pagans, Mahometans, 
Papiſts, and all other Lovers of Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, quarrel and fight about their Toys, as Childrem 
uſe to do: For where ever you ſee any zealous for 
Ceremonies, and the main of their Affections bent 
that Way, you may truly ſay of them, that they 
are (as yet) no other than Children, and know but 4 
little of that Religion which is ſuitable to the Na- th 
| _ of God, and ſo, conſequently, moſt acceptable be 
to him. | 5 
Cbhriſt, doubtleſs, beſt underſtood the Nature of 
Religion in general; and, I hope his Word will be v 
of Weight in the Caſe: He tells us, That there is C 
a vaſt Difference betwixt moral and inſtituted thy 
Worſhip : That Mercy is more acceptable to God th: 
than Sacrifice, And certainly the Nature of the pr 
Thing declares how infinitely preferable. the one is 8 
to the other. Nor is their coming from one and I M 
the [ſame Laugiver (though never ſo true) any or 
Thing to the Purpoſe ; for whatever is fo _— : 
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0 different i in its | Nature, as is natural and tinted | 


Morſbip, will remain ſo for ever. Nor can any 


Command of God make that eſſentially good, which 4 


was not originally ſo. 
It's too true, indeed, that the Religion of) Na. 


ture has been encumber'd with a vaſt Number of 
Rituals. Men have been always fond of them, 


| becauſe they found it more eaſy t obſerue them 


than to mortify their Luſto, 4 practiſe the ſeue- 
ral Virtues of a holy and good Life. The .wea- 
ker and more looſe Part of Mankind, took u 

with them: And becauſe they were in repute, and, 
by the Prieſts ſtiled divine Myſteries, or what 
contained the greateſt Secrets, or things moſt aw- 

ful and profound, they were the more eaſily con- 
tinued: But this was no other than the Priefts 
Myſtery of Iniquity ; from all which, Good Lord 


deliver us. 


But *tis the Glory: of Chriſtianity, and the Hap- 

pineſs of Chriſtians, that Chriſt has enjoined 7490 
poſitive Rites only, BayTis$M and the Lon p 
SUPPER ; which were given (or rather continu- 
ed) in great Condeſcenſion to the Weakneſſes of 
Mankind; and fo order'd, as to be of ſome Uſe to 
us Chriſtians. ——But then it muſt be conſider'd, that 
theſe are only poſitive Rites, and in real Worth 
bear no Proportion to the infinitely pure and perfect 
Religion of Nature. 

Thus have I given you a brief Account of the. 
World in general, at, and before the Comi 
Chriſt. I have ſhewn you, that the firſt Tim 
the World were its infant State ; and proved it 833 
that Fondneſs for Rites and Ceremonies which then 
prevailed: That as it grew older, it became wiſer; 
and, at the Coming of Chriſt, was, in ſome good 
Meaſure, prepar'd for the Reception of a rational 
or - appeal Religion : TE Wwhere-ever Religion 
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